
 

YEAR 3 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW Term 2 2016-17  

 
 

UNIT OF INQUIRY 3 

 

Central Idea 
Our homes are influenced by the time and 
place in which we live 
Key Concepts 
Change 
Causation 
Related concepts 
Location 
Environments 

Lines of Inquiry 
●  Types of homes 
●  How homes have changed over time 
●  How homes are suited to different  

               places 
Key Vocabulary 
time, place, culture, influence, location, 
similarities, differences, terraced, detached, 
bungalow, cottage, nomads, design 

 

UNIT OF INQUIRY 4 

 

Central Idea 
Electricity is a valuable resource that 
impacts our daily lives in many ways 
 
Key Concepts 
Function  
Responsibility 
Related concepts 
Energy 
Safety 
Development 

Lines of Inquiry 
● How electricity flows through a circuit 

and through different materials 
● Development of electricity over time 
● The impact of our use of electricity 

and technological advances 
Key Vocabulary 
electricity, resource, current, bulb, wire, switch, 
battery, circuit, power, flow, materials, 
technology, power station, current, static, 
voltage, pylon, transformer 

 
LANGUAGE 

 

Reading 
Fiction: 
Traditional fables - identify common, 
formal elements in story openings and 
endings and typical features of 
particular types of story; notice 
common themes, similar key incidents 
and typical phrases or expressions. 
Non-fiction 
Information books - on homes and 
electricity - Retrieve and record 
information from a nonfiction text  
Pictures of buildings/homes 
History books - looking at homes in the 
past, present and future 
Sorting diagrams by using given text 
Science investigation instructions/ 
write ups 
Phonics and spelling 
Continuation of Letters and Sounds 
phases where appropriate 
Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc 
(Latin in origin 
Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, 
eigh, or ey   ay:eigh 
Revise plural spellings with adding ‘s’ 
‘ies’ ‘ys’ shes/ches 
Possessive apostrophe with plural 
words 
Adding prefixes un, dis,mis 

Writing 
Fables - Creating  fables to show a moral. Looking at 
story structure, including a moral lesson.  
Report writing - writing non-chronological reports 
about different types of homes from around the 
world. Focus on note taking/research skills/technical 
language and writing in the present tense.  
Instructions (Non-Fiction)-  writing instructions for 
how to use electrical items. using imperative verbs, 
time conjunctions, bullet points or numerical order.  
Read and compare examples of instructional text, 
evaluating their effectiveness 
Persuasive writing: Read and evaluate a wider range 
of simple persuasive texts, explaining and evaluating 
responses orally. 
Begin to use words, pictures and video to persuade 
others when appropriate to particular writing 
purpose. 
Grammar and punctuation 
Adjectives 
Capitalisation for sentence starters and proper 
nouns 
Commas in reading 
Verbs in second person 
Using imperative verbs in our instruction writing  
Using time connectives to help order events 
Variation of sentence openers 
The features of note taking 
Recognise and begin to use simple paragraphs to 
group related material 
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Begin to use headings and subheadings when 
presenting information texts 

MATHS 

 

Stand alone Maths 
Multiplication and Division 
-Use fast recall of multiplication and division number 
facts for 3s, 4s and 8s in real-life situations. 
-Use mental and written strategies for multiplication and 
division in real-life situations. 
-Use understanding of multiplication, division and place 
value to calculate multiplication and division of two 
digits by one digit. 
-Solve problems, including missing number problems, 
involving multiplication and division, including positive 
integer scaling problems and correspondence problems in 
which ‘n’ objects are connected to ‘m’ objects 
Shape 
-Analyse and describe 3D shapes using geometric 
vocabulary 
-Analyse angles by comparing and describing rotations: 
whole turn; half turn; quarter turn. 
-Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of 
perpendicular and parallel lines 
-Recognise and explain symmetrical patterns, including 
tessellation, in the environment 
Fractions 
-Read, write, compare and order unit fractions (e.g. ½, ⅓ 
¼ …) and non-unit fractions (⅔, 2/4, ⅗...when the 
numerator is not one) of a discrete set of objects. 
-Recognise and use unit and non-unit fractions as 
numbers with small denominators. 
-Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator 
within one whole. 
-Compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the 
same denominators. 
-Use fractions in real-life situations. 
-Use decimal fractions to tenths in real-life situations 
(including money 

Integrated Maths 
Time 
Use timelines in units of inquiry and 
other real-life situations. 
Read and write the time from an 
analogue clock, including using 
Roman numerals from I to XII and 
12-hour and 24-hour clocks to the 
nearest minute.  
Record and compare time in terms 
of seconds, minutes and hours. 
Compare durations of events (e.g. 
calculate the time taken by 
particular events or tasks) 
Data Handling 
Collect, display and interpret data 
using tables and simple graphs, e.g. 
Bar graphs, Venn Diagrams and 
Carroll Diagrams. 
Identify, read and interpret simple 
scales on graphs. 
Solve one-step and two-step 
questions (e.g. How many more? 
How many fewer?) using information 
presented in scaled bar charts, 
tables, Venn diagrams and Carroll 
diagrams. 
Design a survey and systematically 
collect, organise and display data in 
bar graphs, Venn diagrams and 
Carroll diagrams.  

 
ICT 

 

Stand alone ICT 
Becoming a responsible 
digital citizen: demonstrate 
safe use of technologies and I 
understand the consequences 
of the misuse of technology. 
Keep passwords private and 
agree not to use anyone 
else’s password. 
Creating: I can design, write 
and debug simple programs to 
accomplish simple goals 
(Scratch/Code.org)  
Organising: I can use logical 
reasoning to explain how 

Integrated ICT 
Investigating: I can use keywords to locate information 
online.  
Creating: I can create a google document and demonstrate 
the following word processing skills and insert an image, use 
font size, colour - discuss appearance and purpose of 
document 
Communicating: I can use Google Slides to give a 
presentation to a target audience.  
Investigating: I can use mind maps and tables effectively to 
record information.  
Creating: I can create a bar chart using a title, label and 
legend key 
Creating: I can create word clouds to share my learning in a 
visual form (wordle)  
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simple algorithms work.  Communicating:  
I can use digital tools to communicate with others using a 
Google doc (peer assessment) 
Communicating: Respect other people’s contribution to a 
shared file.  
Becoming a responsible digital citizen: I can identify the 
positives and negative impacts of ICT use at home and at 
school.  

ART 

 

Printing 
Representing houses and buildings using the 
printing process- foam and simple stencil 
Skills and techniques needed for successful 
printing. 

Textiles 
Use of wool. 
Skill of weaving, first with paper and then with 
wool. 
Colour contrasts linked to yellows, reds, oranges. 

FRENCH 

 

Consolidation of previous unit, use parts of body in role 
play at doctors and to describe people.  
My home  
Describing, drawing and labelling a house and garden. 
Houses in different regions of France. Use of un, une, le, 
la, les. Descriptions, position of adjectives and 
agreements. 
Responding to a song in French. 
Asking and answering simple questions. 

Let’s Have Fun! 
Nouns for common toys.  
Traditional French indoor games, 
games from home countries. Write 
simple instructions and explain in 
French. 
Traditional French playground games.  
Role Play. 
Numbers to 30 review. 

MUSIC 
Homes unit 
Music reproduction units that people use in 
their homes: Hi-Fi systems & Home 
Theatre. Continue and build on the 
Inventions unit from Year 2. 
Electricity unit 
Electric instruments, their sounds, shapes 
and history, differences and similarities 
with their analogue counterparts, and how 
these instruments influenced the modern 
music. 

Singing 
Continue to sing songs from the Viking Saga 
series. 
Learn smooth, controlled, gentle singing; 
singing to “la”; building phrases; emphasising 
word-rhythms; singing in part 
Performing/Notation 
Learning various 2-note patterns. 
Also revising and confirming the knowledge of 
dynamics: loud and quiet; fast and slow; higher 
and lower. 

PE 

 

PE 
Gymnastics and Dance 
In gymnastics, students will learn to perform a 
variety of static and dynamic balances and 
rotations including forward rolls and 
cartwheels. They will also improve their 
jumping and landing skills and create 
sequences of movement individually and in 
small groups. 
In the dance unit, students will be researching, 
choreographing and performing their own dance 
routine in front of an audience. They will be 
given a genre and a song and will work in small 
groups to create movements that will portray a 
mood or feeling. 

Games 
Ice Skating and Health/Fitness 
In games lessons, students will participate in 
ice skating sessions. This will be an 
opportunity for students to develop their 
confidence and skills on ice.  
The health unit will cover topics including 
the health benefits of physical activity, 
nutrition, relationships and bullying. 
In the fitness unit, students will participate 
in pre and post fitness testing. They will set 
goals and work towards improving the 
components of fitness including speed, agility 
and power. 
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