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UNIT OF INQUIRY LIFE CYCLES 

 

Central Idea 
The process of change 
happens all around us 
Key Concepts 
Causation 
Connection 
Change 

Lines of Inquiry 
Characteristics of living things 
How living things change  
How materials can change 

Key Vocabulary 
change, life cycle, animal names, plant and insect names, grow, 
growth, transform, natural, man-made, materials, sort,  

 
UNIT OF INQUIRY  (ON-GOING) 

 

Central Idea 
Stories can be expressions 
of imagination and 
feelings 
Key Concepts 
Perspective, causation, 
function 

Lines of Inquiry 
Different ways stories can be expressed 
Stories help us identify feelings 
Ways to show imagination through stories 

Key Vocabulary     
story vocabulary, retell, character, fiction, nonfiction, beginning, 
middle, end, event. 

 
LANGUAGE 

 

Reading 
KG -Introduce the Oxford Reading Tree (ORT) scheme 
Read stories linked to our inquiry 
REC 
Reading stories linked to our inquiry 
Looking at non-fiction books to find information and 
answer questions. 
Begin using phonic knowledge to read decodable and 
irregular words in the books we read. 
Learn keywords by sight and recognise them in our 
reading books, particularly tricky words 
Phonics, Spelling and Vocabulary 
KG- Continue with Phase 1(KG1) and phase 2( KG2) 
phonics of Letters and Sounds 
KG(2) Make attempts to write VC and CVC words using 
different media 
REC Secure Phase 2 and 3 phonics of Letters and Sounds 
Begin Phase 4 Letters and Sounds 
Make attempts to spell words with regular spelling 
patterns 
Try to write beginning, middle and end sounds in words. 
Attempt to spell simple keywords and apply to writing 

Writing 
KG (1) Begin to give meanings to marks 
they draw and paint  
KG (2) writing their names. Begin to 
form recognisable letters other than 
the ones in their names 
REC 
Writing for different purposes: 
Diaries to chart the growth of 
flowers/plants, the changes that occur 
as eggs hatch and how caterpillars 
change 
Write a weekly Forest School reflection 
Retelling stories linked to lifecycles 
Making non-fiction books - bean diary 
Labelled diagrams 
Writing two- syllable words  
Use key features of narrative in their 
writing 
Grammar and punctuation 
REC Forming a simple sentence with a 
capital letter at the start and using a 
full stop at the end. 

 
MATHS 

 

KG (1)  
Use some number names and number language 
Recognise groups with one, two or three objects 
Show interest in shapes 
KG(2)  
Count beyond 10 
Compare two groups of objects saying when they have the same number 
Talk about the shapes and begin to use names for 2D and 3D shapes 
Order items by weight and capacity 

Integrated (KG/REC) 
Data handling - 
heights of plants 
Sorting and classifying 
animals and different 
materials 
Symmetry and 2D/3D 
shape review - link to 
butterflies and 
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REC 
Subtraction - concept of taking away from a given set within 10/20  
Addition - combining sets and using symbols to represent quantity 
Number bonds within 10 - practical and mental recall 
Counting in twos: estimate and check quantity when higher number 
Doubling and halving amounts within 20 
Capacity - non standard measuring of containers, estimating how many 
will fill a container. Use language such as greater, heavier, lighter to 
compare quantities 

patterns 
Ordinal numbers - link 
to sports day races 

ICT 

 

Integrated 
Cameras: taking photographs of plants, 
chicks at various stages to chart their growth 
iPads:  taking photographs and videos linked 
to our inquiries. Use stop motion video to 
film sequence about a lifecycle. Filming 
insects in the garden and charting their 
movements. 

Stand-Alone  
Talk tins: Recording our voices to help us 
remember the sentences we want to try to write. 
Internet: Use QR codes to scan a picture linked to 
information/games about lifecycles and animals 
in general 
Use the digital microscope to look closely at 
materials and plants 

ART 

 

Observational drawings of plants, flowers 
and animals 
Exploring colours and mixing them to 
match the colours of the flowers and 
plants. Painting on leaves and printing 
patterns 

Exploring the properties of clay - make shapes 
Making clay insects based on observations 
Paint symmetrical butterflies using watercolours 
Materials: sand art, wool wreaths and clay pots 
Use plasticine to make a 3D representation of a frog 
life cycle 

FRENCH 

 

Revise greetings in French  
Count and use numbers to 10 
Listen and respond to simple questions 
Recognise names for family members 
Action songs and rhymes 

Learn new vocabulary connected to 
Lifecycles. 
‘La Chenille qui fait des trous’ (The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar) 
 

MUSIC 

 

Life-cycles 
Sing songs about animals, memorising the songs in 
their entirety. 
Play percussion instruments along the songs, focusing 
on the short notes; see the notes written on a board 
and learn their names: eighth notes. Learn to control 
a percussion instrument and to gradually get quieter 
or louder. 

Stories: (ongoing) 
Listen to stories with music from around 
the world; play instruments along the 
songs, focusing on fast and slow beat; 
tap the beat, clap the beat; play the 
beat using a percussion instrument. 
Learn to stay in time when the beat is 
getting faster or slower. 

PE 

 

In preparation of our annual Sports Day the 
students will be participating in a variety of 
team racing events including potato sack 
races, egg and spoon races, running races, 
and more. The children will also be taught 
how to throw a ball using the correct 
technique. 

In the final half term the students will be 
exploring their striking and fielding skills along 
with their aiming and target skills. They will 
experiment with games such as t-ball, football, 
soccer baseball, mini golf, and tennis.  

 


