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UNIT OF INQUIRY - How We Express Ourselves 

(Ongoing throughout the year) 

 

Central Idea 

How we use images can be a way of 

expressing ideas and giving information. 

Key Concepts 

Function 

Perspective 

Causation 

Related concepts 

Symbols, Shape, Messages, Influence, 

Interpretation,Design, Colour, Inspiration 

Lines of Inquiry 

How we can communicate information using 

images 

How we interpret and respond to images 

How images are designed 

Key Vocabulary 

image, communicate, idea, information, design, 

media, interpret 

 

 

UNIT OF INQUIRY - How We Organise Ourselves 

 

Central Idea 

Transportation may be a means of mobility. 

Key Concepts 

Causation 

Connection 

Related concepts 

Networks & Systems, Progress, Informed 

Choices 

Lines of Inquiry 

Transport systems around the world 

Factors that affect transport systems   

How transport systems have developed to meet the 

needs of a community 

Key Vocabulary 

transportation, systems, community, vehicles, 

planners, designing, needs, wants, traffic, travel 

 

UNIT OF INQUIRY - Who We Are 

 

Central Idea 

Respecting other people’s perspectives can help us to 

live better together 

Key Concepts 

Perspective 

Reflection 

Related concepts 

Conflict/cooperation, Communication, Feelings & 

emotions, Respect 

Lines of Inquiry 

What shapes our perspective towards others 

Communication between ourselves and 

others 

Ways to solve conflict 

Key Vocabulary 

perspective, resolve, conflict, opinion, 

respect choices, open minded, offend, 

appreciate, culture, religion 

 

LANGUAGE 

 

Reading 

Fiction: 

Poetry 

Discuss the choice of words and their impact, noticing 

how the poet creates ‘sound effects’ by using 

alliteration, rhythm or rhyme and creates pictures. 

Explain the pattern of different simple poem forms 

e.g line 2 and 4 rhyme 

Read poems of different form related to the Unit of 

Inquiry. Identify where a simile is used. Read shape 

poems and identify the key vocabulary used.  

Narrative 

Discuss personality and behaviour of storybook 

characters commenting on reasons why they might 

react in certain ways  

Begin to draw inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings and thoughts  from their 

Writing 

Fiction: 

Poetry 

Invent new similes and experiment with word play. 

Use powerful nouns, adjectives and verbs. 

Experiment with alliteration. Write free verse 

linked to Unit of Inquiry using adjectives/simile 

and/or rhyme 

Narrative 

Write complete stories with a full sequence of 

events in narrative order; include a dilemma or 

conflict and resolution; write an opening paragraph 

and further paragraphs for each stage of the story; 

use either 1st or 3rd person consistently; use 

conventions for written dialogue and include some 

dialogue that shows the relationship between two 

characters. 
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actions, and justify inferences with evidence 

Make predictions about a story based on own 

knowledge and experience, revise or confirm 

predictions as the story progresses 

Non-fiction: 

To recount 

Read examples of recounts such as letters, 

newspaper reports and diaries and recount the same 

event in a variety of ways, such as in the form of a 

story, a letter, a news report ensuring agreement in 

the use of pronouns.  

To inform: 

Analyse a number of report texts and note their 

function, form and typical language features:  

● Introduction indicating what is being 

described 

● Use of short statement to introduce each 

new item 

● Language (specific and sometimes 

technical) to describe and differentiate 

● Impersonal language 

● Mostly present tense 

To explain: 

Create diagrams such as flow charts to summarise or 

make notes of stages in a process, ensuring items 

are clearly sequenced. E.g How something works. 

Explain processes orally, using these notes, ensuring 

relevant details are included and accounts ended 

effectively. 

Grammar and punctuation 

Using capital letters 

Sentence construction 

Verbs and adjectives 

Use past tense consistently for narration 

Compound sentences with conjunctions  

Commas to separate items in a list. 

Non-fiction: 

To recount 

Watch or listen to third person recounts such as 

news or sports reports on television, radio or 

podcast. 

Identify the sequence of main events. 

Write newspaper style reports, e.g. about school 

events or an incident from a story, using a wider 

range of connectives, such as meanwhile, 

following, afterwards and including detail 

expressed in ways which will engage the reader. 

To inform 

Develop research and note-taking techniques 

using a mindmap to organise the information. 

Write own report independently based on notes 

from different sources. 

To explain 

Write a simple explanation to show how or why 

something happens in logical steps. Begin with a 

sentence that introduces the writing. 

Phonics, Spelling and Vocabulary 

(Continue with different Letters and Sounds 

revision as long as needed)  

Irregular tenses 

Spelling patterns: ‘i’ sound spelt with a ‘y’ e.g. 

myth, gym. 

‘u’ sound spelt as ‘ou’ e.g. young, touch 

‘k’ sound spelt as ‘ch’ e.g. echo, stomach 

‘sh’ sound spelt as ‘ch’ e.g. chef, machine 

Words ending with the ‘g’ sound spelt ‘gue’ e.g. 

analogue, league 

Words ending with the ‘k’ sound spelt ‘que’ e.g. 

technique, unique 

In addition, words linked to Unit of Inquiries, 

mathematical vocabulary and personal spellings 

 

MATHS 

 

Stand alone Maths 

Place Value 

- Read, write and order whole 

numbers to at least 1000 and 

position them on a number line. 

- Count on from and back to zero in 

single-digit steps or multiples of 10. 

- Partition three-digit numbers into 

multiples of 100, 10 and 1 in 

different ways. 

- Round two-digit or three-digit 

numbers to the nearest 10 or 100 and 

give estimates for their sums and 

differences. 

Investigating properties of number by 

halving and doubling 

Addition and Subtraction 

- Add or subtract mentally 

combinations of one-digit and 

two-digit numbers. 

Integrated Maths 

Data handling 

Collect, display and interpret data using tables and simple graphs, 

e.g. bar graphs, pictograms. 

Solve one-step and two-step questions (e.g. How many more? How 

many fewer?) using information presented in scaled bar charts, 

pictograms and tables. 

Design a survey and systematically collect, organise and display 

data in pictographs/pictograms and bar charts. 

Shape and Space 

Identify and describe the properties of 2D shapes 

Identify right angles 

Compare and describe rotations: whole turn; half turn; quarter 

turn, ¾ turn. 

Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular 

and parallel lines 

Identify lines of reflective symmetry 

Measurement 

Understand that length can be measured in metres, centimetres 

and millimetres, mass in kilograms and grams and 
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- Develop and use written methods 

to record, support or explain 

addition and subtraction of two-digit 

and three-digit numbers. 

- Derive and recall all addition and 

subtraction facts for each number to 

20, sums and differences of multiples 

of 10 and number pairs that total 

100. 

 

volume/capacity in litres in millilitres. 

Estimate, measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths 

(m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g); volume/capacity (l/ml). 

Use standard units of measurement to solve problems in real-life 

situations involving perimeter and volume.  

Select appropriate tools and units of measurement. 

Recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p) 

Solve simple problems in a practical context involving addition 

and subtraction of money of the same unit, including giving 

change. 

 

ICT 

 

Stand alone ICT 

Organising 

● Use various methods to access 

an application.  

● Use an organised system of 

folders with a naming 

convention. 

● Recognise functions of basic file 

menu commands.  

● Identify and compare the 

different components of 

different ICT systems.  

Becoming a responsible digital citizen 

● Follow and understand the DSL 

acceptable Use Policy 

Integrated ICT 

Investigating 

● Use multimedia tools to record a video interview.  

Communicating 

● Use a multimedia tool (eg iPads)  to give a 

presentation to a target audience.  

● Use digital tools to communicate with others, e.g. 

using a Google Document 

Organising 

● Use audio and video files with equipment 

Creating 

● Create a multimedia presentation, e.g. using Google 

Slides 

Collaborating 

● Communicate and work collaboratively  

 

ART 

 

Ongoing- Images. Drawing and sketching 

Explore different viewpoints when drawing - 

drawing objects from front view, side view, 

aerial view. Exploring the skills of observation. 

Concentrating on how to represent objects 

depending on their position and angle. 

Painting 

Exploring art as a form of communication.  

How artists use images and colour to convey a message or 

information 

Exploring the importance of colour/colour choices for 

impact. 

FRENCH 

 

All About Me 

Be able to give greetings, classroom instructions in French  

Begin to recognise basic written instructions in French  

Begin to introduce yourself and your family to others in French  

Beginning to say Months of the year and use them to say their 

own birth date.  

Be able to write a simple party invitation. In French follow some 

simple instructions. 

Portraits 

Be able to name  basic parts of the body 

Be able to say different colours in 

French 

Describe people using their features in 

French 

Be able to say the numbers 1-30 in 

French  

MUSIC 

 

Inquiry into music inspired by transport 

means.The children will explore and 

learn to sing and/or play songs about 

different types of transport. Agree on 

one transport element and in groups, 

create lyrics and music for it, record the 

performance. Inquiry into music as a 

way to express feelings created by 

Inquiry into images and music. Children will have the 

opportunity to bring CDs from home and share with the whole 

class. Does the cover of the CD express the music? In small 

groups children will create an 8 bar musical phrase and make an 

imaginary CD cover, a picture that would represent the music in 

some way.  

Research and present music pieces about paintings or images. 

Choose an instrumental musical piece and create a painting of 
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conflicts. Research and find songs about 

conflicts, learn to sing/and or perform 

one or two. Draw conclusions about song 

structure and elements used in 

expressing conflict. In groups, attempt 

to create lyrics and music about a real 

or imaginary conflict.  

it. Choose a set of images, create a story as a class, and in 

groups create musical compositions for each image 

Saying chants and rhymes and simple use of instruments. 

Develop appraising skills across a range of music styles.  

Instruments: Revise and improve knowledge and application of 

rhythm, pulse, tempo, metre, bars, note and rest 

lengths.Discriminate between different sounds and instruments. 

 

PE 

 

Invasion Games:  

Netball, Football, Handball and Tag Rugby 

In Games, Year 3 students will begin to develop 

sport-specific skills for netball, football, handball and tag 

rugby. These skills will be practised in small group 

activities and applied to modified games. Skills include 

dribbling, passing, catching and shooting. Students will also 

develop an understanding of the rules and playing positions 

of each sport. 

Invasion Games:  

Hockey and Basketball 

In PE, students will work independently and 

in small groups to begin developing dribbling, 

passing and shooting skills in basketball and 

hockey. These skills will be practised in 

modified games and activities with an 

emphasis on ball control, making space and 

positions. 

 

 

 

 


