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UNIT OF INQUIRY - How We Express Ourselves 

(Ongoing throughout the year) 

 

Central Idea 

How we use images can be a way of expressing 

ideas and giving information. 

Key Concepts 

Function 

Perspective 

Causation 

Related concepts 

Symbols, Shape, Messages, Influence, 

Interpretation,Design, Colour, Inspiration 

Lines of Inquiry 

How we can communicate information 

using images 

How we interpret and respond to images 

How images are designed 

Key Vocabulary 

image, communicate, idea, information, 

design, media, interpret 

 

UNIT OF INQUIRY - How The World Works 

 

Central Idea 

Electricity is a valuable resource 

that impacts our daily lives in many 

ways 

Key Concepts 

Function  

Responsibility 

Change 

Related concepts 

Energy 

Safety 

Lines of Inquiry 

● How electricity flows through a circuit and 

through different materials 

● How our dependence on electricity has changed 

over time 

● The impact of our use of electricity and 

technological advances 

Key Vocabulary 

electricity, resource, current, bulb, wire, switch, battery, 

circuit, power, flow, materials, technology, power station, 

current, static, voltage, pylon, transformer, atom, electron 

 UNIT OF INQUIRY - Where We Are In Place And Time  

 

Central Idea 

Our homes are influenced by the time and 

place in which we live 

Key Concepts 

Change 

Causation 

Form 

Related concepts 

Location, Place, Time, 

Similarities/Differences, Lifestyles, Structure 

Lines of Inquiry 

●  Types of homes 

●  How homes have changed over time 

●  How homes are suited to different   

               places 

Key Vocabulary 

time, place, culture, influence, location, 

similarities, differences, terraced, detached, 

bungalow, cottage, nomads, design, iron age 

LANGUAGE 

 

Reading 

Fiction (Narrative) 

Discuss personality and behaviour of 

storybook characters commenting on reasons 

why they might react in certain ways. 

Begin to draw inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings and thoughts  from their 

actions, and justify inferences with evidence. 

Make predictions about a story based on own 

knowledge and experience, revise or confirm 

predictions as the story progresses. 

Non-fiction (Instruction) 

Read and follow instructions.  

Read and compare examples of 

instructional text, evaluating their 

effectiveness. Analyse more complicated 

instructions and identify organisational 

devices which make them easier to follow, 

Writing 

Fiction (Narrative) 

Narrative 

Write complete stories with a full sequence of 

events in narrative order; include a dilemma or 

conflict and resolution; write an opening 

paragraph and further paragraphs for each stage 

of the story; use either 1st or 3rd person 

consistently; use conventions for written dialogue 

and include some dialogue that shows the 

relationship between two characters. 

Non-Fiction (Instruction) 

Give clear oral instructions to members of a 

group. 

Write clear written instructions using imperative 

verbs, time conjunctions, bullet points or 

numerical order. 

Non-fiction (Persuasive) 
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e.g. lists, numbered, bulleted points, 

diagrams with arrows, keys. 

Non-fiction (Persuasive) 

Read and evaluate a range of simple 

persuasive texts, explaining and evaluating 

responses orally. 

Non-fiction (Information) 

Analyse a number of report texts and note 

their function, form and typical language 

features:  

Introduction indicating what is being 

described 

Use of short statement to introduce each 

new item 

Language (specific and sometimes 

technical) to describe and differentiate 

Impersonal language 

Mostly present tense 

Phonics and spelling 

Continuation of Letters and Sounds phases 

where appropriate 

Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc   

Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or 

ey   

Revise plural spellings with adding ‘s’ ‘ies’ 

‘ys’  

Possessive apostrophe with plural words 

Adding prefixes un, dis,mis 

Build up to composing a letter/email based on a 

real/imagined scenario to convince someone to 

act or change point of view. 

Use persuasive language (feel, think, believe, 

must). 

Use persuasive techniques (exaggeration/ 

repeating). 

Uses connectives to extend sentences (eg. 

because, therefore) 

Non-fiction (Information) 

Develop research and note-taking techniques 

using a mindmap to organise the information. 

Write own report independently based on notes 

from different sources. 

Grammar and punctuation 

Adjectives 

Capitalisation for sentence starters and proper 

nouns 

Commas in reading 

Verbs in second person 

Using imperative verbs in instruction writing  

Using time connectives to help order events 

Variation of sentence openers 

The features of note taking 

Recognise and begin to use simple paragraphs 

to group related material 

Begin to use headings and subheadings when 

presenting information texts 

MATHS 

 

Stand alone Maths 

Multiplication and Division 

-Use fast recall of multiplication and division number facts for 3s, 4s 

and 8s in real-life situations. 

-Use mental and written strategies for multiplication and division in 

real-life situations. 

-Use understanding of multiplication, division and place value to 

calculate multiplication and division of two digits by one digit. 

-Solve problems, including missing number problems, involving 

multiplication and division, including positive integer scaling 

problems and correspondence problems in which ‘n’ objects are 

connected to ‘m’ objects 

Shape 

Understand and describe the difference between 2D and 3D shapes. 

Understand that 2D and 3D shapes can be made from other shapes. 

Sort, describe and label 2D and 3D shapes. 

Identify 2D shapes on the surface of 3D shapes (e.g. a circle on a 

cylinder, a triangle on a pyramid). 

Identify and describe the properties of 2D shapes, including the 

number of sides and line symmetry in a vertical line. 

Identify right angles 

Compare and describe rotations: whole turn; half turn; quarter turn, 

¾ turn. 

Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular and 

parallel lines 

Identify lines of reflective symmetry 

Fractions 

-Read, write, compare and order unit fractions (e.g. ½, ⅓ ¼ …) and 

Integrated Maths 

Measurement 

-Understand the use of 

standard units to measure 

perimeter of simple 2D 

shapes. 

-Understand an angle as a 

measure of rotation. 

-Understand that length is 

measured in metres, 

centimetres and 

millimetres. 

.-Estimate, measure, 

compare, add and 

subtract lengths 

(m/cm/mm) 

Data Handling 

Collect, display and 

interpret data using tables 

and simple graphs, e.g. 

Bar graphs, Venn Diagrams 

and Carroll Diagrams. 

Identify, read and 

interpret simple scales on 

graphs. 

Solve one-step and 

two-step questions (e.g. 

How many more? How 
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non-unit fractions (⅔, 2/4, ⅗...when the numerator is not one) of a 

discrete set of objects. 

-Recognise and use unit and non-unit fractions as numbers with small 

denominators. 

-Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within one 

whole. 

-Compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the same 

denominators. 

-Use fractions in real-life situations. 

-Use decimal fractions to tenths in real-life situations (including 

money 

many fewer?) using 

information presented in 

scaled bar charts, tables, 

Venn diagrams and Carroll 

diagrams. 

Design a survey and 

systematically collect, 

organise and display data 

in bar graphs, Venn 

diagrams and Carroll 

diagrams.  

ICT 

 

Stand alone ICT 

Becoming a responsible 

digital citizen: demonstrate 

safe use of technologies and 

I understand the 

consequences of the misuse 

of technology. Keep 

passwords private and agree 

not to use anyone else’s 

password. 

Creating: I can design, write 

and debug simple programs 

to accomplish simple goals 

(Scratch/Code.org)  

Organising: I can use logical 

reasoning to explain how 

simple algorithms work.  

Integrated ICT 

Investigating: I can use keywords to locate information online.  

I can use mind maps and tables effectively to record 

information. 

Creating: I can create a google document and demonstrate the 

following word processing skills and insert an image, use font 

size, colour - discuss appearance and purpose of document. 

I can create word clouds to share my learning in a visual form 

(wordle). 

I can create a bar chart using a title, label and legend key 

Communicating: I can use Google Slides to give a presentation 

to a target audience.  

I can use digital tools to communicate with others using a 

Google doc (peer assessment) 

Respect other people’s contribution to a shared file.  

Becoming a responsible digital citizen: I can identify the 

positives and negative impacts of ICT use at home and at 

school.  

ART 

 

Textiles 

Use of wool, different fabrics and thread to 

create artworks 

Skill of weaving, first with paper and then 

with wool.  

Links between the way textiles are produced 

today and in the past, thinking about how 

they were produced without electricity. 

Printing 

Representing homes and buildings using the 

printing process - Children to explore the style of 

home variety depending on location and time. 

Children to develop the skills and techniques 

needed for successful printing- with a focus on 

using the correct amount of ink and pressure 

when using the rollers 

FRENCH 

 

Integrated 

Phrases to express how to get to school using 

various means of transport  

Describing one’s house/flat (rooms, 

furniture) 

Prepositions to describe positions of common 

objects in the house 

Stand alone 

To be able to describe parts of the body  

Reading numbers beyond 30 . 

Be able to use simple question words (what, 

how,  where)  

Starting to ask questions using the Est-ce 

que…structure 
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MUSIC 
Integrated 

Explore images in music: CD covers, art that 

connects the music content of an album with 

an image or photograph. 

Electric instruments, explore their sounds, 

shapes and history, differences and 

similarities with their analogue counterparts, 

and how these instruments influenced modern 

music. 

Create music using electric and electronic 

instruments and create cover art for it.  

Stand Alone:  

Singing: Learn smooth, controlled, gentle 

singing; singing to “la”; building phrases; 

emphasising word-rhythms; singing in part. 

Rhythm skills: learning to read and play quarter 

and eighth notes using percussion instruments. 

Music reading and performing skills: learning 

to play piano, guitar, recorder or ukulele using 

2 or 3 notes and intermediate note length 

values 

PE 

 

Gymnastics and Dance 

In gymnastics, students will learn to 

perform a variety of static and dynamic 

balances and rotations including forward 

rolls and cartwheels. They will also 

improve their jumping and landing skills 

and create sequences of movement 

individually and in small groups. 

In the dance unit, students will be 

researching, choreographing and 

performing their own dance routine in 

front of an audience. They will be given a 

genre and a song and will work in small 

groups to create sequences of movements. 

Golf, Health/Fitness and Nutrition 

In games lessons, students will participate in Golf 

lessons. This will be an opportunity for students to 

develop their confidence, perseverance and a 

variety of transferable skills.  

The health unit will cover topics including the 

health benefits of physical activity, relationships 

and social well-being. 

In the fitness unit, students will participate in pre 

and post fitness testing. They will set goals and 

work towards improving the components of fitness 

including speed, agility and power. 

Nutrition will look at food groups and why are our 

food consumption is so important for our bodies. 

 

 


