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UNIT OF INQUIRY 5 

 

Central Idea 

The balance of living things in an ecosystem can be 

affected by many factors. 

Key Concepts 

Connection: Living things are connected to each 

other  

Causation: Human activity can have an impact on 

ecosystems.  

Change: Living things grow, change and adapt.  

Responsibility: The choices we make have an impact 

on the balance of ecosystems  

Related concepts:  

Habitats, Adaptation, Ecosystems, Interdependence, 

Balance 

Lines of Inquiry 

● How living things adapt and 

respond to their environment 

● How living things are 

interdependent 

● The impact humans have on the 

local environment 

 

Key Vocabulary 

ecosystems, plants, animals, habitats, 

interdependence, balance, life cycles, life 

processes, adapt, environment,food web, 

food chain 

 

UNIT OF INQUIRY - Ongoing  

 

Central Idea 

How we use images can be a way of expressing 

ideas and giving information. 

Key Concepts 

Function 

Perspective 

Causation 

Related concepts 

Symbols, Shape, Messages, Influence, Interpretation, 

Design, Colour, Inspiration 

Lines of Inquiry 

How we can communicate information 

using images 

How we interpret and respond to 

images 

How images are designed 

Key Vocabulary 

image, communicate, idea, information, 

design, media, interpret 

 

 

LANGUAGE 

 

Reading 

Fiction:  

Adventure and Mystery books: Tell stories based on own 

experience and oral versions of familiar stories; include 

dialogue to set the scene and present characters; vary voice 

and intonation to create effects and sustain interest; 

sequence events clearly and have a definite ending; explore 

relationships and situations through drama. 

Poetry:  

Perform individually or chorally; vary volume, experimenting 

with expression and use pauses for effect. Use actions, 

voices, sound effects and musical patterns to add to a 

performance 

Non-Fiction 

Explanation 

Can create a diagram such as a flow chart to summarise or 

make notes of stages in a process, ensuring items are clearly 

sequenced.g How something works. 

Explains processes orally, using these notes, ensuring 

relevant details are included and accounts ended 

effectively. 

Explanation is initiated with a ‘How’ or ‘Why’ question 

Write a simple explanation to show how or why something 

happens in logical steps.   

Writing 

Poetry-Performance Poetry - We 

will be looking at performance 

poetry, thinking about volume, 

experimenting with expression 

and use pauses for effect. Use 

actions, voices, sound effects and 

musical patterns to add to a 

performance.  

Fiction/Adventure/Mystery 

Stories - We will be writing 

adventure/mystery stories using a 

detailed story plan. Focussing on 

how authors make decisions about 

how the plot will develop and use 

different techniques to provoke 

readers’ reactions; for example 

creating a cliffhanger. We will 

look at how the setting creates an 

atmosphere.  

Grammar and punctuation 

Can combine adjectives to form 

adjectival phrases for example 

‘The dog had scruffy brown hair.’ 
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Begins with a sentence that introduces the writing and a 

sentence that concludes. 

Includes technical/scientific words 

Includes causal connectives such as ‘so’ therefore’ because’ 

‘as a result’ 

Organises writing into paragraphs with subheadings, writing 

is formal/impersonal 

Phonics, Spelling and Vocabulary:  

Spelling: Contractions e.g can’t, couldn’t 

The suffix –ly is added to an adjective to form an adverb e.g 

strong - strongly 

y to i and add ly heavy - heavily 

Adding the suffix -ous - e.g. dangerous 

Words ending in: 

sure - e.g. adventure, treasure 

ture - e.g. capture, creature 

sion - e.g. mansion, explosion 

Adding the prefix non - e.g.non-chronological 

Homophones and near homophones  

Composes sentences using 

adjectives, verbs and nouns for 

precision, clarity and impact. 

Begins to show time, reason and 

cause through subordination and 

connectives for example ‘I played 

with my brother in the garden, 

because it was a sunny day.’ 

Forms nouns with different 

prefixes for example ‘dis’ ‘re’ 

‘pre’   

Expresses time and cause using 

conjunctions such as when, 

before, after, while, because 

Uses adverbs such as: then, next, 

soon 

Uses prepositions such as: before, 

after, during 

 

MATHS 

 

Stand alone Maths: 

Fractions 

Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all 

multiples of the same number. 

Identify and name equivalent fractions of a given fraction, 

represented visually, including tenths and hundredths. 

Model improper fractions and mixed numbers. 

Model decimal fractions to thousandths or beyond and 

relate them to tenths, hundredths and fraction equivalents. 

Model percentages. 

Understand that percent  relates to ‘number of parts per 

hundred’. Understand the relationship between fractions, 

decimals and percentages. Model addition and subtraction 

of fractions (and use number sentences). 

Model addition and subtraction of decimals. 

Space and direction 

Understand an angle as a measure of rotation. 

Analyse angles by comparing and describing rotations: 

whole turn; half turn; quarter turn. 

Analyse angles by comparing and describing rotations: 

whole turn; half turn; quarter turn; north, south, east and 

west on a compass. 

Integrated Maths: 

Data handling 

Collect, display and interpret data 

using tables and simple graphs, 

e.g. bar graphs, pictograms. 

Solve one-step and two-step 

questions (e.g. How many more? 

How many fewer?) using 

information presented in scaled bar 

charts, pictograms and tables. 

Design a survey and systematically 

collect, organise and display data 

in pictographs/pictograms and bar 

charts. 

All data handling will be linked to 

our units e.g. survey and charts of 

transportation used to get to 

school. 

Review of difficult concepts 

Students will be given the 

opportunity to revise topics or 

concepts that they may have found 

difficult throughout the year 

 

ICT 
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Stand Alone ICT 

Becoming a 

responsible digital 

citizen: I can apply 

basic social 

protocols when 

using ICT to 

communicate to 

known audiences.   

Integrated ICT 

Investigating: I can use keywords to locate information online.  

Creating: I can create a google document and demonstrate the 

following word processing skills and insert an image, use font size, 

colour - discuss appearance and purpose of document 

Creating: I can create a multimedia presentation using Google slides  

Communicating: I can use digital tools to communicate with others 

using a Google doc (peer assessment) 

Collaborating: I can communicate and work collaboratively (Google 

Sites))  

 

 

ART 

 

3D modelling 

Making a 3D bowl/ plate using papier- 

mache. Decorating our bowl with a design 

linked to a chosen ecosystem 

Making decisions about colour, patterns 

and design. Explaining why we made 

these choices and their impact on the 

finished piece.  

Collage 

Using various techniques to make a collage linked to 

camouflage in different ecosystems 

Select a chosen animal, thinking about the skills and 

techniques needed to create an artwork  

Concentrating on accurate cutting skills, fine hand 

and eye coordination and correct and safe use of 

scissors. 

 

FRENCH 

 

Integrated: Ecosystems 

Be able to discuss and identify some names of 

pets and other animals in their habitats  

Begin to explore the concept of masculine and 

feminine words 

Understand, read and write short descriptions 

of animals and plants/trees and some types of 

ecosystems 

Be able to discuss likes and dislikes related to 

animals 

Stand Alone 

To understand the concept of singular and 

plural and become familiar with most common 

forms of plural nouns and how they modify the 

spelling of adjectives - start with colours 

Be able to say and identify numbers to 40 

To start spelling some simple high frequency 

words in French from memory 

Understand and use key questions/structures 

related to descriptions 

 

MUSIC 
Digital Music Ecosystem: how musicians 

compose songs, how they record it, how do 

they perform it - using digital technology? 

Tie and syncopation in music notation. 

Performing songs with three and more notes. 

Learning to build a phrase in singing. 

Learn about the music and instruments from 

Africa. 

Connections between music and images.  Covers 

for music albums expressing visually the music 

content. Alternative music systems such as 

tablatures and diagrams, used to present music 

visually.  

Performing music in 3/4 time-signature. 

Singing in parts. 

Learn about World Fusion Music. 

 

PE 

 

Athletics 

In preparation of our annual 

Sports Day, students will be 

participating in a variety of 

athletic events including javelin, 

discus, shot-put, long jump, 

Striking Sports 

Students will be exploring their striking and fielding skills by 

learning and playing a variety of sports including tennis, 

T-ball, cricket and kickball.   

Outdoor Adventure 

In the second-half of the term, students will develop their 
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standing triple jump, high jump, 

100m, 200m and 400m. The 

children will also learn and 

practice relay races.  

problem-solving skills as part of the Outdoor Adventure unit. 

Throughout these challenges, there will be an emphasis on 

building trust and working as a team. Students will also learn 

skills for reading maps and understanding directions. 

 

 


