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UNIT OF INQUIRY - Who We Are 

 

Central Idea 

People are a part of society who 

have specific needs and rights 

Key Concepts 

Perspective 

Connection  

Responsibility  

Related Concepts 

Rights, Needs, Wants 

Lines of Inquiry 

The basic needs of all people 

All children should have the same rights 

We are all responsible for children’s rights 

Key Vocabulary 

Needs, wants, rights, responsibilities, society, community, luxury, 

opportunity, resources, compare and contrast, Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, United Nation's Convention on the Rights of the 

Child 

 
UNIT OF INQUIRY - How The World Works 

 

Central Idea 

Changes can occur in 

materials that alter their 

properties 

Key Concepts 

Change 

Causation 

Related Concepts 

Matter, Properties, Prediction 

Lines of Inquiry 

The properties and function of different materials 

Changes that occur in different materials 

The suitability of different materials for a range of purposes 

Key Vocabulary 

Properties, solids, liquids, gases, materials, change, plastic, wool, 

wood, stretch, bend, twist, boil, melt, freeze, solidify, condense, 

condensation, man-made, natural, flexibility, flexible, rigid, 

reversible, irreversible, physical, chemical, water vapour, steam 

 
LANGUAGE 

Reading 

Fiction:  

- Develop understanding of story structure (recognise 

introduction, build up, climax or conflict and resolution). 

- Develop an awareness about dilemmas and solutions in 

stories. 

- Identify the use of figurative and expressive language to 

build characters. 

- Look for evidence of small details that are used to evoke 

time, place and mood. 

Non-fiction:  

- Non-fiction books about children around the world. 

- Non-fiction books about materials. 

- Follow instructions of increased complexity. 

- Evaluate sets of instructions for purpose, organisation, 

layout, clarity and usefulness. 

- Describe poem’s impact and explain own interpretation by 

referring to the poem; comment on the use of similes and 

expressive language to create images, sound effects and 

atmosphere; 

discuss the poem’s form and suggest the effect on the 

reader. 

Phonics, Spelling and Vocabulary: 

Two-syllable words containing double consonants, common 

homophones, regular verb endings (s, ed, ing), irregular tense 

changes, suffixes -al -ary - ic -ship -hood -ness -ment, 

converting nouns and adjectives into verbs using suffixes (-ate, 

-en, -ify, -ise).  Investigate spelling patterns. 

Writing 

Fiction:  

- Plan and tell own versions of stories 

effectively. 

- Use details to build character 

descriptions. 

- Develop settings using adjectives and 

figurative language to evoke time, 

place and mood. 

Non-fiction:  

- Write a set of instructions - using 

appropriate form and features - and 

test them out on other people, revise 

and try them out again. 

- Use language playfully to exaggerate 

or pretend; use similes to build images 

and identify clichés in own writing; 

write free verse; use a repeating 

pattern; experiment with simple 

forms. 

Grammar and punctuation 

● Past, present and future verbs 

● Powerful verbs 

● Adjectives and adverbs 

● Connectives 

● Full stops 

● Commas in a list 

● Pluralisation 
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MATHS 

 

Stand Alone Maths 

Place Value: 

- Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit 

number. 

- Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 

representations. 

Read, write, compare and order whole numbers up to 

thousands and beyond. 

- Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000. 

- Find 1000 more or less than a given number. 

- Count backward through zero to include negative numbers. 

- Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000. 

Addition and Subtraction: 

- Develop strategies for memorising addition and subtraction 

number facts. 

- Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits. 

- Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a 

calculation. 

- Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, 

deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 

Multiplication and Division: 

- Develop strategies for memorising multiplication and division 

number facts. 

- Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables 

up to 12 x 12. 

- Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit 

number. 

- Use place value facts to multiply and divide mentally. 

- Use the language of multiplication and division, e.g. factor, 

multiple, product, quotient, prime numbers, composite 

number. 

- Select an efficient method for solving a problem. 

- Use strategies to evaluate the reasonableness of answers. 

Integrated Maths 

Data Handling 

- Understand that discrete and 

continuous data can be 

interpreted and presented using 

appropriate graphical methods, 

including bar charts and time 

graphs. 

- Collect, display and interpret data 

using tables and simple graphs, 

e.g. bar graphs, pictograms, line 

graphs, time graphs. 

- Solve comparison, sum and 

difference problems using 

information presented in bar 

charts, pictograms, tables and 

other graphs. 

- Identify, read and interpret scale 

and range on graphs. 

- Identify the mode of a set of data. 

Measurement 

- Understand relationships between 

units, for example, metres, 

centimetres and millimetres. 

- Real life problems where students 

need to convert between different 

units of measure (e.g. kilometre 

to metre; millilitres to litres). 

Pattern and Function 

- Describe patterns in multiplication 

tables and number sequences. 

 
ICT 

 

Integrated ICT 

Investigating 

- Compare and analyse information using graphic organisers, spreadsheets 

or graphs.  

- Use keywords and advanced search strategies (CTRL F) to locate 

information online. 

Creating 

- Create a document and demonstrate word processing skills. 

- Create a graph from a set of data. 

Communicating 

- Collaborate using Google Apps. (e.g. Google Docs, Google Groups, 

Google Sites).  

Organising 

- Use shortcuts to maximize time (e.g. finger swipe shortcuts on iPad, 

CTRL C, CTRL V, CTRL X on Chromebook). 

- Maintain an organised system of folders with a naming convention. 

- Take snapshots of the screen to save information for organizing. 

Stand Alone ICT 

Becoming a responsible 

digital citizen 

- Keep personal 

information and 

passwords private and 

agree not to use anyone 

else's password.  

- Understand and follow 

the DSL Acceptable Use 

Policy (Google Apps 

Permission Form). 

- Acknowledge when digital 

products made by others 

are used and start to 

indicate the source. 
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ART 

 

Stand alone-Drawing and sketching 

Exploring paintings that represent children. 

Ask and answer questions; what does an artwork 

tell us about the time period, history, skill or the 

sitter? 

Create observational and still life portraits- 

concentrating on shape, size, position. 

Use a grid to aid their drawing. 

Focus on the artist: Sir Joshua Reynolds 

Painting 

Experimenting with paint, seeing how we 

can change its properties by adding 

different amounts of water, salt, sand etc. 

Making materials take on a different 

appearance. 

Independently planning what they want to 

find out and following it through and 

exploring the results.  

 
FRENCH 

 

My Home and My Friends 

Be able to describe different rooms 

in a house, including describing the 

features of the house 

Writing to a pen pal 

Be able to talk about some 

household routines 

Our Sporting Lives 

Be able to discuss or describe healthy foods, drinks and 

sport.  

Asking and answering questions about sports 

Be able to identify reflexive and ordinary verbs, to write 

about self. 

Be able to say numbers 1-40 

 
MUSIC 

Integrated 

We will explore with the children if music a need. The 

children will make inquiries into the beginnings of music, 

the oldest instruments, songs and dances. To present their 

findings. As a class, to choose one or more ancient songs 

or dances and learn to sing/play it. We will explore what 

materials are used to create wind instruments. Children to 

complete research into the materials used for wind 

instruments; how they make sound and why they are 

called Brass and Woodwind. Each student to research and 

present one instrument from the Brass/Woodwind family.  

Stand Alone 

Singing: songs the Viking Saga series. 

Strong and quiet voice; up and 

down; chanting word-echoes; 

word-rhythms. 

Performing: Revise rhythm, pulse, 

tempo; rhythm-patterns, 

syncopation; 2-note melodic 

patterns. Revise note and rest 

lengths, musical symbols such as 

Repeat, Volta etc.  

 
P.E 

 

Invasion Games:  

Netball, Football, Handball and Tag Rugby:  

In Games, students will continue to develop 

sport-specific skills for netball, football, handball and 

tag rugby. These skills will be practised in small group 

activities and applied to modified games. Skills 

include dribbling, passing, catching and shooting. Year 

4 students will also have the opportunity to be a 

leader in their House when participating in House 

sport competitions. 

Invasion Games: 

Hockey and Basketball 

In PE, students will continue developing 

dribbling, passing and shooting skills in 

basketball and hockey. These skills will 

be practised in small group activities 

and will begin to be applied in modified 

games. Students will also develop an 

understanding of the rules and playing 

positions of each sport. 

 


