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Welcome from the Head of School, 
Mrs. Alison Cobbin

Welcome to a 24-page bumper edition of our termly magazine!

The term, started with our Year 6 students enjoying a week in France, 
whilst our Upper School students spent time bonding in the UK. 

The Upper School students have had the chance to share some 
fantastic drama and musical evenings with us. The D2 students 
performed some very powerful original plays and our musicians 
thoroughly entertained us at the Winter Concert.

We have had some great opportunities to celebrate our 
internationalism this term with our Upper School Language Assembly 
and at our annual International Evening where the parents wowed 
us with their international culinary skills. 

In the Lower School the students have shared their learning with 
parents during ACE time and at our Back to School Day. It is always 
a joy to have our parents in school seeing how much enjoyment the 
children get in teaching them what they have learned.

Our youngest children, as always, brought a tear to our eyes at their winter performance this year, 
you can see their photos on page 22, they will certainly fill you with festive spirit.

We are so fortunate here at Dwight that we have such a supportive community. This term our 
parents organised not just one but two Fairs, and an International Evening. They also gave our 
families many other opportunities to meet at events such as coffee mornings and organised tours 
with our Out and About group.

We do hope you had a chance for some relaxation during the winter break.

Best wishes for the New Year from us all at Dwight School London.

Alison Cobbin
Head of School
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D2 Plays
This term we saw the D2 (Year 13) IB Theatre students perform four original plays. The students 
wrote, directed, designed and produced these under the supervision of Mrs Kennedy, their IB 
Theatre teacher. It was a pleasure to see how supportive the audience were as they participated 
in a question and answer session after each performance which helped the students evaluate the 
impact of their work. Next term they will be performing solo plays which they will devise and write 
themselves. We look forward to sharing them with you and hope you will be able to come and 
support them.



6

ACE Time
This term we introduced a new initiative called ACE Time, 
where parents come into school to share in their children’s 
learning journey so far. The children are 
encouraged to share their work across 
the whole curriculum and celebrate their 
success. Parents are invited to give their 
children feedback on their successes and 
together then discuss what areas they would 
like to work on further. This allows parents to 
have meaningful conversations and provide 
valuable feedback to their children. We received a lot of positive feedback and as a result will be 
running ACE Time  again next term. 

Personalised Learning
Igniting the Spark of Genius in every child

Ahaan Swimsation
Ahaan in M2 participated in the first round of County Championship swimming qualifications. To 
his great credit, he managed to secure automatic qualification into most of his events and he is 
now only 4 seconds away from his target of being in the top 30 in Britain for his favoured event: 
the 400m freestyle. Many congratulations, Ahaan!

Leadership Skills in the Lower School
At the beginning of the term we encouraged the Year 6 students to apply for the role of Head 
Boy and Head Girl. Their responsibilities are to demonstrate the IB Learner Profile and to be an 
ambassador for the school as well as leading the student council for a year.
We were astounded by the quality of letters, emails, videos, presentations and flow charts that 
were submitted. It was the highest callibre of applications we have ever witnessed.
After a very tight vote, we were proud to announce that Rebecca and Jake were chosen - 
congratulations to them both, and congratulations to all the applicants for demonstrating such 
high levels of talent. 
We are also pleased to announce this year’s House Captains.
Discoverers: Tamar and Jasim
Explorers: Shion and Iria
Inventors: Alexander and Yasmina
Our Digital Captains have also been chosen for the academic year. We are pleased to announce 
that Federico and Saihaj will be leading our ICT gurus throughout this academic year. 
We also have Eco-Rangers that are voted by their class from Year 1-6. They meet weekly to 
discuss how the Lower School can be more eco-aware and maintain our Green Flag award. They 
lead initiatives such as; ensuring there are recycling bins in each classroom, collecting recyclable 
food to put into our wormery and promoting different forms of transport to travel to and from school 
ie cycling, scooting, car sharing etc. 

Dwight Radio Logo
This term we held a competition to design a logo for the Dwight Radio Station. 
We were hugely impressed with the quality of entrants. After a very difficult time 
judging, we agreed that our joint winners were Joao in Y5 and Rione in Y6 - special 
runners-up mention goes to Ethan Y4, Sofia Y3, Elina Y4, Harel Y5.
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Back to School Day
This term we held our Back to School day. This is always a lovely time of the year where our 
parents join their children in their classes and then stay for lunch and playtime. This year we had 
72 parents visit us across Years 1 to 6.

Swimtastic!
The swim team have done a fantastic job this term. In the ISA Swimming 
Championships, the Dwight team worked really hard and 6 students got 
medals! Congratulations to Sterre for her gold medal, Alexander B and 
Alexander J for their silver medals and Ben, Tamar and Josh H for their bronze 
medals. Every student in the team swam really well against swimmers from 
16 other schools. The swim team should be very proud of their achievements 
this year. Well done!!!

Dwight Scientists
This year in the Lower School we have started another leadership role for our budding scientists. The 
tasks of a Dwight Scientist include coming to meetings, presenting information during assemblies, 
making sure the display board is up-to-date and assisting and supporting the teachers in class. 
At Dwight every class has two Science based units but children are not always aware they are 
learning scientific skills and gaining science content knowledge. Therefore to raise the profile of 
Science in our school and to give children with a passion for Science a platform to share it, we 
have set up the Dwight Scientists.

The Dwight Scientists consists of 8 children;

Year 6: Shira and Josh
Year 5: Ayane and Angad T.
Year 4: Noy and Eliza
Year 3: Haruki and Ahro

You can find out more about the Dwight Scientists 
on our website: 
www.dwightlondon.org/academics/lower-school/
dwight-scientists



8

Global Vision
Model United Nations
In January of 1998, Woodside Park International School attended its first The Hague International 
Model United Nations Conference. Nearly 19 years later we still carry this tradition, and this term, 
six inspired, passionate, and determined Diploma 2 students hosted Dwight School London’s first 
Model United Nations Conference. The conference was brainstormed last year as a potential CAS 
project, and since then has developed and blossomed into a community endeavour, incorporating 
aspects of all the IB Learner Profile. The conference was a platform for young and inspired 
individuals, from both Dwight and two other schools in London, Halcyon London International 
School and London Nautical School, to take part in a conference to exchange ideas about solutions 
to the issues of the Western Sahara, piracy in the Gulf of Guinea, improvement of infrastructure 
and access to healthcare and medical facilities in rural Africa. Their theme was  Moving Africa 
Forward, and they really used the conference as an opportunity to make meaningful connections 
between the classroom and the real world, to broaden minds and make young people aware of 
politics current events, creating a more globally minded community. 

MUN allows students to attain a better knowledge and understanding of the purpose and 
actions of the United Nations and how it affects the global political climate, while improving their 
debate and public speaking skills, making new like-minded friends and becoming more effective 
communicators. Students also represent real countries involved in the issues and are encouraged 
to role-play the stance of their nations, no matter how extreme or polarising they may be, giving 
students an insight into the real world affairs of the nations, how they interact with one another, 
and how international collaboration is conducive to establishing peace. For more information on 
the conference and Dwight MUN, please visit dwight-mun.co.uk.
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Language Assembly
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Community
Community CAS
As teachers we are very quick to advise our students about how impor-
tant CAS is, how they will benefit from their CAS activities and how this 
will support balance throughout their lives. However, more important than 
talking to our students about CAS, is being good role models.
We are aware of many ‘CAS’ activities that our staff and parents are 
involved in: reading clubs, charity fun runs, knitting club, sports teams, 
choirs and volunteering for charitable and community organisations to 
name just a few. This is a very powerful message to our students that 
creativity, activity and service are valuable parts of a happy, well-balanced adult life.
To showcase these, we started a blog of Dwight Community CAS activities as a way to inspire and en-
courage our students and to celebrate our community http://www.dwightlondon.org/community/commu-
nity-cas.  
It is fantastic to see what everyone is involved in and we already have a range of activities from complet-
ing the Shine Walk for Cancer Research to attending Habitat For Humanity’s Global Village in Honduras. 

Social Action Forum
This term we had a group of parents, students and teachers from 
across the school meet together to discuss social action and 
community engagement at Dwight.
The evening started with sharing our ideas on these questions:
• At our heart we are motivated by a mission to create a better 

world through education. (IBO) How could our world be better? 
What do we care about?

• We promote inter-cultural understanding and respect. (IBO) How can we promote inter-cultural 
understanding and respect at Dwight London?

• What are we already doing that we want to recognise and celebrate?
• What ideas do we have for new ways to promote action service at Dwight London?
We then viewed a short film of interviews with students and staff members expressing their 
thoughts on action, service and the issues that are important to them. We were also introduced 
to an exciting new project that we are launching, linking Dwight London with schools in Nepal 
for cultural exchanges and to explore issues of sustainability in our two communities. One of our 
teachers is visiting Nepal in December to develop this project and we look forward to hearing more 
about how we can connect with students in Nepal in the new year. The evening concluded with all 
those present voting on the ideas that they would like the school to take forward. Some of the most 
popular ideas were:
• Doing more to help our neighbour, the North London Hospice, giving our time and talents as 

well as our treasure (the 3 T’s)
• Joining the Houses in the Lower and Upper Schools and having each House choose one charity 

to support for the year
• Supporting a mental health charity and teaching our students how to stay mentally healthy
• Promoting inter-cultural understanding and respect by having assemblies on themes such as 

different countries, the IB Learner Profile and social issues
• Make CAS emphasise the importance of making a difference rather than clocking up hours
• The most popular idea was that we should be the change we want to see.
This was a small beginning to see Dwight London intentionally placing service at the heart of our 
community.
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Community Choir
Our community choir is becoming 
more popular with every week. It 
was great to see them perform at the 
school Winter Concert alongside the 
students. If you would like to join the 
choir or would like more information, 
please contact jkraft@dwightlondon.org.

English Lessons for Parents
We have started weekly English as a second language (EAL) classes for 
Parents led by our EAL teacher Mrs. Kendal this term. They have been so 
popular that we have had to split into two groups. 

Children in Need
A big thank -you to everyone involved in our Spotacular, Children in 
Need Day. The students dressed up and raised £207.62 for a very 
worthy cause - thank you to all who were involved!

Parent Association Events
Our Parent Association has been busy this term organising an Autumn Fair and Back to School 
BBQ, an International Evening, a Winter Fair as well as Out and About tours in London and 
numerous coffee mornings. We are as always so grateful for everything they do to support our 
community.

Jenes for Genes
Both the Upper and Lower School participated in Jeans for Genes Day where all students and 
staff wore an item of denim clothing and donated £2 to the charity. The total amount raised was 
£275.00 - well done and thank you to all of the students and staff members who took part and 
donated! https://www.jeansforgenesday.org/

London Young Ambassadors Programme
The Lower and Upper School’s Student Council 
attended The Youth Conference organised as part 
of the London Young Ambassadors Programme and 
hosted at the Copper Box Arena, Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park.  The event was an excellent opportunity 
for passionate young people to come together to 
hear inspirational stories of volunteering, learn about 
the importance of character education, and build on 
confidence and leadership skills. 
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Beyond the Classroom
Y5 trip to the Islamic Centre

This term Year 5 have been exploring new places that 
link into their Unit of Inquiry on values and beliefs. They 
went to the world famous London Islamic Centre near 
Regent’s Park where they met an imam and discussed 
features of Islam. The Year 5 students have also visited 
the local church, St Barnabas, where they discussed 
Christianity. All of these trips are helping the Year 5 
students to be more open-minded and understanding 
of differing values and beliefs. The Year 5 teachers 
have been extremely impressed with the way our 
students have behaved.

Year 2 Trip to Borough Market
Year 2 had an exciting learning experience at  Borough 
Market in Southwark this term. Through their Unit of 
Inquiry they have been learning about healthy food, 
food from other countries and how food affects us. 
Linking in with their Literacy work on writing leaflets 
about food from other countries and their mathematical 
work on handling money they were given a list of 
tasks: to write a shopping list, estimate the cost, and 
then buy a range of different foods at the market. They 
then returned to school to eat the produce they had bought!

Y5 Brand Museum
Year 5 took part in a day trip to the Brands Museum. They learned 
about different brands, products and adverts. They studied how 
these had changed over the last century and they attended a 
workshop where one of the activities was to place a product on 
a timeline.

Year 6 Science Museum
Year 6 students saw a brilliant IMAX film at the Science Museum called Mysteries of the Unseen 
World, about all those things which are too slow, too fast or too small for us to see without the aid 
of technology. They were astonished to discover that with every breath, we take in particles of 
things such as skin as well as particles from outer space! The Year 6 students also visited the newly 
opened Wonderlab where they did inquiry into all areas of science and maths. Some favourites were 
investigating sound bars and experiments with light.
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M1 Gamelan
M1 students played on an original gamelan during their workshop this term. 
gamelan originates from Indonesia. According to Javanese mythology, the 
gamelan was created by Sang Hyang Guru in Saka era as early as 167 (c. 
AD 230). The workshop took place at the Royal Festival Hall on London’s 
Southbank, the beautiful instruments being a gift from the Government of 
the Republic of Indonesia to the people of Great Britain. The workshop 
leader was impressed by our students’ musicality and attitude.

Day of the Dead 
The Day of the Dead is a Mexican festival practised 
on November 1st and 2nd. It has its origins in ancient 
Mesoamerican cultures that blended with those of the 
Spanish, who arrived in Mexico in the early 1500s. 
Mexicans believe that the souls of the dead can return 
to the world of the living for those two days. It is a joyful 
holiday with gatherings held in graveyards, ofrendas and 
altars built for deceased loved ones, and children eating 
sugar skulls with their names on them and the traditional bread of the dead.

This year, M3 Spanish students celebrated the Day of the Dead as 
part of their unit about Hispanic festivals where the global context is 
cultural and personal expression; they learned about all the intricate 
aspects and rituals taking place during this holiday. Some students 
designed their own masks and prepared presentations on Mexico, 
the Day of the Dead, and on the main artefacts kept in the Mexico 
room at the British Museum. After their presentations to their peers,  
they enjoyed a typical Mexican Day of the Dead meal at the Mestizo 
restaurant. We had a superb day!

Year 3 National Gallery Art Museum
Year 3 had a great trip to the National Gallery Art museum. They asked some interesting questions 
and behaved in a responsible manner. They looked at a lot of paintings and during a practical lesson 
with the National Gallery Art Museum teacher, they learned about how painters used the technique 
of tracing so that their paintings could have repeated images.

Year 1 and 2 Wallace Collection
Year 1 and 2 had a great trip to the Wallace Collection this term and the 
students were particularly intrigued by the horse armour.
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ISTA 
16 students from D1 and D2 (Year 12/13) went 
on an International Schools Theatre Association 
(ISTA) 3-day event in London in October. 
The diploma students met and worked with 
IB Theatre Arts students from other countries 
and international schools. The highlights were 
a mime workshop with acclaimed actor mime 
artist, and working with the highly successful 
theatre company called Complicite. The students 
also had the chance to visit the British Museum 
after the workshop to see the Indonesian puppet 
theatre exhibition. As a result, one D2 student, 
has now decided to do his unfamiliar theatre presentation on this style of theatre.

No’s Knife  - Old Vic Theatre 
The students also saw two performances whilst on the ISTA course, one 
was called No’s Knife at the Old Vic. This play was a one-person show 
and was a compilation of Samuel Beckett’s texts for Nothing and it was 
conceived and performed by Lisa Dwan. It was a highly experimental in-
terpretation and gave the students the opportunity of seeing a solo show. 

Next term the D2 students will be writing, directing and performing their own solo plays, we do hope 
you will come along and support them. 

The Comedy About a Bank Robbery - Criterion Theatre 
The second show was a highly stylized comedy called The Comedy about a 
Bank Robbery at the Criterion Theatre, Piccadilly. It was extremely entertaining 
and D1 will be using some of the techniques seen in the play for their Commedia dell Arte production 
next term. We hope to see you at their hilarious show.

The Pianist of Willesden Green - St James 
Theatre
On a different note, the D1 and M5 and M4 students had the 
opportunity to see the remarkable one-woman show called 
The Pianist of Willesden Green which was written and 
performed by Mona Golabek whom some of the students 
met afterwards. It was adapted for the stage and produced 
by Hersey Felder. It was a remarkable and moving real life 
story of Mona’s mother’s escape on the Kindertransport 
from Vienna, Austria to London just before borders were 

closed in 1938. The play follows Lisa’s dreams of becoming a concert pianist, training in London and 
her agony as she is torn from her family during the war, and the worry of what has become of them.
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A Pacifist’s Guide to the War on Cancer by Bryony Kimmings and Brial Lobel - 
National Theatre. Music and Lyrics by Tom Parkinson and Bryony Kimmings

M5 and D1 both went to see another very emotionally-charged 
musical  called A Pacifist’s Guide to the War on Cancer. This was an 
all-singing, all-dancing celebration of ordinary life and death. It was a 
grounding-breaking style of  theatre, and it was written and performed 
to provoke social change about  how we deal with cancer and how 
we view the poster campaigns and pink ribbons at the experience of 
a serious illness. 

Sleeping Beauty - Hackney Empire
D1 and D2 went to the pantomime Sleeping Beauty at the 
Hackney Empire. British pantomime is part of the IB Diploma 
Programme and the students need to analyse its deeper 
meanings. Several students had never seen this style of theatre. 
The production was produced to an extremely high standard 
and had all the features of a traditional pantomime. There 
was a twist; the Princess saved the Prince in an interesting 
modern role reversal! There was, of course, plenty of the usual 
slapstick humour on two-levels, one for the children and one 
for the adults.

Peter Pan Went Wrong - Apollo Theatre
M4 were invited to see this extremely funny show at the Apollo 
Theatre. It is a play within a play: the Cornley Youth Theatre put 
on a version of Peter Pan and everything seems to go wrong: 
it is based on real events. In the early 1970s a small town 
community production of Peter Pan went disastrously awry: the 
flying apparatus failed to work properly, and the actors were 
left hanging in the air. The pirate Captain Hook flew into the 
audience, one of the Indian gang fell whilst descending from the 
balcony and twisted both his ankles and the emergency services were called. This was the play’s 
inspiration and the result was a brilliant slapstick entertaining evening. 

The Show That Goes Wrong - Duchess Theatre.
M2 and M3 were given the opportunity of seeing The Show that Goes 
Wrong at the Duchess Theatre. This is the first show that the theatre 
company called Mischief wrote and produced. It has won the prestigious 
Olivier Theatrical Award and the Broadway World UK Award in 2015. It 
was hilarious and the students enjoyed it immensely.

King Lear - Barbican Theatre 
D2 had the chance to see King Lear at the Barbican this month which has been 
excellent preparation for their forthcoming diploma examinations.
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M1 - M3 Bushcraft, M4 Multi Activity and IB Retreat Residential Trips
This term the Upper School students had very successful residential trips. These 
residential trips early in the new school year help to serve as an icebreaker so that 
new students and returning students alike get to know each other and the varying 
talents that they bring to the group. This is also an opportunity for all of our students 
to appreciate the beauty of the British countryside.
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Sports News
Sports Ambassadors 
This term we have had a number of keen student leaders that contribute a lot to sports at Dwight. 
This includes coaching, managing, photography, and sports writing.  They hope to organise events 
in the new year, including more involvement with house teams, fundraising, and activities.

Well done to all our sports leaders!

Girls Basketball
Our M4 & M5 girls team played for the first time on 8 December against King Alfred School. There 
were many baskets scored by Jeanne and Tamar, as well as good rebounding by Reika. Unfortunately 
it didn’t work in the Lions favour as they were beaten 32-18.  However, they have a lot to be proud 
of after their first game, and they were a lot younger as we had students as young as Nina in M2 
playing against 16 year old experienced players. We hope to have more students participate in all 
our matches.  What a successful year so far for all our  Dwight Lions!  Looking forward to the new 
year!  Let’s go Dwight!
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Upper School       Winter Concert
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Upper School       Winter Concert
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IB learner Profile Art Competition
This term we held a competition for students in Year 3 to D2 to design a postcard to represent one 
of the 10 characteristics of the IB Learner Profile. Students were able to use any media - pencil, 
paint, collage, mixed media, crayon and here are the winning pieces below. They will be made into 
postcards in the new year, thank you to all that entered and congratulations to our winners!

Thinker

Caring

Risk-Taker

Open-Minded Knowledgeable CommunicatorInquirer

Principled

Balanced

Reflective
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This term we hosted our inaugural Choir 
Festival for Schools. The Dwight singers 
and musicians were  joined by a choir from 
the German School in Richmond and a 
group of keen and able singers from our 
Lower School - overall we formed a choir 
of approximately 50 students. Following 
a series of workshops and rehearsals 
during a Thursday afternoon and Friday, 
we performed songs that we learned in a 
concert. It was a fantastic event that we 
will definitely be repeating next year!
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Choral Concert

Kindergarten, reception,
Year 1 and Year 2

present
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Snowman at Sunsetsnowman at sunset
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