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Welcome from the Head of School, 
Mrs. Alison Cobbin
Welcome to our Summer edition of Dwight London magazine and 
what a year and term we have had!

There have been so many wonderful things that have happened 
this term that it is hard to highlight just a couple. We had to say 
goodbye to our D2 (Year 13) students as they finished their IB 
Diploma programme with a beautiful graduation. This was a 
celebration of their time here and all that they have achieved. 
We know that they will be back and will tell us all about Life after 
Dwight. You can read about one of our students from the Class of 
2012 and his Life after Dwight on page 31. 

Hot off the press are the photos of our bi-annual Artsdepot concert 
(page 2) where we explored the magic of music! It was a fantastic 
night that has rounded off the school year in style!

I am always awestruck by the drama performances that we are privileged to see here at Dwight 
and this term we saw the younger Upper School students perform a hilarious show: Orange is 
the New Glass (page 7). There were excellent performances all round and it kept the audience 
laughing. 

Our Year 6 students had a fantastic opportunity to visit New York as part of our Global exchange. 
They really enjoyed visiting their sister school Dwight New York, and all the wonderful sights the 
city has to offer. Read more about this and see the pictures on pages 8 and 9! We also had our 
music trip to Berlin, which was enjoyed by all (page 11.) We have been delighted to welcome 
visitors from Nepal this term, who have built us an eco-garden in our Spahn campus. Read about 
our reforestation project on page 8.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our wonderful Dwight Parent Association who have 
organised some excellent events this year, with the superb Summer Fair being a standout. On 
page 14 and 15 you can see photos of how many members of the Dwight Community enjoyed the 
exceptional event!

One of my favourite things about the International Baccalaureate Programmes is how it teaches 
our students how to take action in the world. I am impressed with the work that some of our 
D1 (Year 12) students are undertaking in Rwanda and Bangladesh (page 16 and 18). They 
are thinking globally and I am sure they will return from their visits over the Summer with some 
inspiring stories to share. 

Our Lower and Upper School PHE departments are really amazing, and it was wonderful to see 
both the Lower and Upper School Sports Days. The competition was strong between the Houses, 
but the encouragement from fellow peers showed the kind and caring students we have here at 
Dwight (pages 26 and 27).

Finally, it is sad to have to say farewell to many members of staff, parents and students at this time 
of the year. We will really miss each and every member of our Dwight community, but we are lucky 
to have had the opportunity to see the spark of genius that lies in each and every one! This is also 
the time of year where we welcome new faces into our ever growing community. Please see our 
new staff welcome feature on page 13! 

I wish you all a refreshing and relaxing summer holiday.

Warm regards

Alison Cobbin
Head of School
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Class of 2019
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Personalised Learning
Igniting the Spark of Genius in every child

Mad Science in the Lower School
Our third and final term of this academic year started 
with all things science in the Lower School, with our 
annual Science Week! Many students began their 
scientific discoveries and investigations over the 
spring holidays, beginning experiments at home and 
then sharing their learning, analysing their results 
and writing conclusions about their findings back 
at school. Throughout the week, many students 
were seen measuring, hypothesising, testing and 
discussing science with enthusiasm and curiosity. 
We also welcomed back the company Mad 
Science to teach us all about the fun-damentals of 
fire! The students had so much fun learning about 
the science behind fire and discovered that even 
icing sugar is flammable! The week ended with our 
fantastic Science Fair. The students presented their 
learning to each other and to their parents. What a 
wonderful way to inspire our young scientists and 
learn that science is fun, challenging and often very 
messy!

Guide Dog Visits Year 2
Year 2 took their learning to another level when they were 
visited by a guide dog and her owners. Ava (the dog) and 
Lynda and Eleanor (the owners) came in to talk to the students 
about how guide dogs help people who are blind or who have 
limited vision as part of their Unit of Inquiry and the Central 
Idea light and sound play important roles in our world and can 
be used in different ways. The students had prepared a range 
of open questions beforehand with Miss Hendry and Mrs. 
Tainsh. They asked about the specifics of training a guide dog 
and what a dog does. They also asked about food too! All 
of the children got to meet Ava the dog and had their photo 
taken with her. 

Writer’s Workshop for our Talented Writers
Some of our talented Year 3 and Year 4 writers had 
the opportunity to attend a writing workshop by one 
of the UK’s leading performance poets, Neal Zetter, 
at Our Lady of Muswell Hill Catholic Primary School. 
They spent the morning learning how to write poems 
without rhymes and enjoyed mixing with other school 
children and performing poems with them! They had a 
really inspiring day and bought back many skills and 
tips that they can now use in their work.
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Orange is the New Glass
In June, our IB Middle Years Programme drama club put on their long-awaited performance 
of Orange is the New Glass. Set in a fairy-tale kingdom obsessed with pop culture and social 
media, the fairy godmothers were lawyers and the Three Little Pig-arazzi chased celebrities. 
Cinderella left her self-absorbed prince and wound up in jail with an unlikely girl squad and 
started a revolution. The audience laughed their way through this funny and well-acted play.

Year 5 Market Stall Owners
Year 5, in order to support their Unit of Inquiry this term which has the Central Idea, the supply 
and demand of goods and services has an impact upon economic activity, put together an 
afternoon of being market stall owners! They had to advertise and run their own business, and 
see what profits they could make. We had some wonderful stalls such as ones selling ice-cream, 
smoothies and fruit. They did really well working in teams to showcase their business skills!

Group 4 Project
Over the course of 10 hours, the D1 students completed 
their Group 4 Project which aims to bring together the 
group 4 subjects, which helps students realise the 
interconnectedness of the sciences and design. 
This year, the D1 students were tasked to solve a 
problem that they identified in a similar way to working 
through the design cycle. The situation given to the 
students was that of developing a base on the planet 
Mars. Students worked in small groups to firstly 
identify a problem, then ideate (come up with loads of 
solutions), choose a solution and ‘build’ it.The students were also tasked with creating a video 
documenting their progress through the 10 hours. On top of this, each group developed an 
elevator pitch for their solutions which they presented to the rest of D1.
Overall, the D1 students were focused, engaged in discussing science and making it relevant to 
the problems they wanted to solve.
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Global Vision
Polar Explorer Inspires the Upper School
Our Upper School students had the pleasure of welcoming Polar Explorer, Alex Hibbert, to their 
assembly. Alex spoke about his time exploring the Arctic, especially Greenland where he set out in 
2013 for The Dark Ice Project. To set themselves a challenge and to do something different, Alex 
and his team decided to take the unusual approach and laid out plans to reach the Geographic 
North Pole in the darkness of Winter, hoping to arrive by Springtime.
Due to adverse ice conditions in the northern Nares Strait, the project had to be cancelled but the 
team did not give up. Instead, with 20 dogs and two sleds, they drove over 1,000 miles visiting 
villages on the way. They mixed with different cultures and learnt about life in the Arctic. Thank 
you to Alex for coming in to speak about his unusual career path and hopefully inspiring some of 
our younger explorers!

Nepal Community Project tackles Global Climate Change
Climate Change is the greatest environmental challenge the world is 
facing. As part of our commitment to the community and global vision, 
the Dwight Schools, in collaboration with our partner schools in Nepal, 
are establishing a unique sustainable development project to help 
rebuild the forests that Nepal is losing due to extreme deforestation. 
Our aim is to plant at least 2000 trees by 2020 in a region of Nepal that 
will be recognised as the ‘Dwight Schools Conservation Area’. 
Dwight London has created partnerships with a number of schools in 
Nepal through the Friends of the Zoo association which is organised 
by the National Trust for Nature Conservation (the Nepalese Zoological 
Society). This governmental organisation has over 200 Nepalese 
schools involved in environmental and conservation efforts. 
Therefore, starting from £10, you can plant a tree and keep it protected 
for life. If you have a birthday, christening or wedding coming up, why 
not make a donation and your tree will be named after you or your 
special someone.
Making a start somewhere and making a difference is not impossible. 
It is an achievable aspiration when global student collaboration is 
organised with parental support. We, therefore ask Dwight parents to support us in this noble, 
global mission to raise funds so that we can plant trees to help rebuild the forests. Scan the QR 
Code to make your donation to save the planet!

Year 6 Visit New York
A number of our Year 6 students visited New York this term. Here the children explored many of 
the landmarks in the city such as Times Square, the Statue of Liberty, the Highline and Governors 
Island! They even got to spend the day in Dwight New York with their peers!
The students all really enjoyed the trip and learnt a lot about all that a different city has to offer!
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New York, New York!
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Community

Coffee Mornings
This term, we have had a number of Coffee Mornings to 
celebrate the start of the new term, a new member of staff 
and a goodbye to another! At the start of every term, we 
bring new and old families together through our coffee 
mornings, in order for them to catch up or make new 
friends! These will continue over the next academic year.
We also welcomed our new Upper School Principal, Chris 
Beddows over coffee and cake in May where he got to 
meet parents from the Upper and Lower Schools. This 
was a really lovely morning.
However, we also held another coffee morning in June to 

say goodbye to a wonderful member of staff, Karen Strickland. Karen was the Marketing Manager 
at Dwight London for nearly 5 years and she was so happy and surprised (even turning up late to 
her own coffee morning!) to see the community come together to give her a send off! She will be 
missed!
Thank you to all who attended our coffee mornings, and we will see you next year for more!

Dwight Parent Assocation News
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who supported the DPA in gaining charity 
status this year! The DPA are now a registered charity (1182921) of Dwight School London 
whose aim is to organise fundraising events and initiatives to provide additional finance for the 
educational and social development of the children who attend the school. It has been wonderful 
seeing so many members of our community offering advice and support.

This term we have also moved a lot of our news and important information to Classlist, the parent 
app. Please make sure you download this as you will receive a termly programme containing 
important news about what we are raising money for! Thank you for a wonderful year. Written by 
Angela, DPA Chair

Getting Out and About
The Dwight Out and About Parents Club had a great term 
taking in some fantastic sights and experiences. April 
started with a guided evening historical walk along the 
River Thames where they learned about historic pub lore, 
Shakespeare history and finished with dinner in a galleried 
coaching inn. In May, the club took a trip out to Syon House 
and Park to walk the grounds of the beautiful home of the 
Duke of Northumberland. To finish the school year, June’s 
outing was a trip to Flight Club, a fun and modern Social 
Darts establishment!
The Dwight Out and About Parents Club organises monthly 
outings in and around London and all parents of Dwight 
are welcome. Please contact Michele O’Neill – michele@
seanoneill.com for more information.
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Berlin Music Trip
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Farewells
One of the sad parts of being an International School is having 
to say farewell at the end of the year to students and staff as 
they get ready to leave for their next adventure.

Lower School
Katie Hendry has been with us for 3 years. She has been 
instrumental in helping the school regain their green flag eco 
status as well as promoting digital literacy throughout the 
school. She leaves us to be part of the team in our new Dwight 
Dubai School, so our loss is their gain. 
Nicole Dunaway joined us as our French teacher over 6 years ago. She was also a library teacher before 
becoming a regular member and lead teacher of our Year 6 team. We are losing Ms. Dunaway to the 
Upper School, so we will still see her every so often.
Joanna Boughton has been with us for over 12 years. She is probably best known for being an inspirational 
and risk-taking Art teacher. She has given our students some amazing opportunities to demonstrate their 
creativity with a wide range of materials and processes. We wish her and her family all the very best with 
their move and our door is always open if you are in the area.
Gabriele Weber has been with us for over 12 years too! In fact over 22 years! She has taught most year 
groups, she has seen the school be renamed 3 times, she has helped 100’s of students and has always 
done it with grace and dignity. She is retiring from teaching and we are really going to miss someone who 
has been such a crucial part of our Dwight school journey. We send you lots of fond regards and best 
wishes Gabriele.
Upper School
Mika Ishikawa has been teaching Japanese at Dwight for over 10 years and is now leaving to take on a 
new challenge. We wish her the best and will miss hearing all of her wonderful stories that she shared 
with us.
We also say farewell to Fiona McCaffrey, our Diploma Coordinator who is taking on a new challenge 
in Dubai. We will miss having her walking the corridors with a huge smile for every one of her Diploma 
students.
Flora Mather, our Middle Years Programme Coordinator is also moving onto new ventures. She will 
be moving to Dresden, Germany. We wish her well and know she will inspire even more students with 
projects they are undertaking.
Dhondup Namgyl joined us in 2015 in the Science department and really contributed to the Dwight 
Community through his open mind approach to learning. Dhondup is moving to New Delhi and is really 
excited about his up and coming journey.
Magda Krohn has been with us since 2016 and is a Teacher of English, Teacher of Drama and Service as 
Action Coordinator. She is moving to Lake Como, Italy and we are all a bit jealous.
We are also saying goodbye to Paula Emery who has been with us for the last year. Paula is moving to 
Cardiff to join a different school. We are certain she will inspire more students with her love of Science.
Donal Maguinness has been with us since 2015 and is our Subject leader of Mathematics. He is leaving 
to explore what Amsterdam in the Netherlands has to offer. We hope to hear all about his journey.
We are also saying a farewell to Tejinder Rajput who has been our CAS coordinator and Psychology 
teacher. Tejinder has been a bubbly and bright character here at Dwight and we will miss hearing her from 
the other end of the school.
Whole School
We had to say goodbye to Karen Strickland, our Marketing and Communications Manager for the last five 
years this term. Karen has moved to Abu Dhabi to join the British International School of Abu Dhabi as the 
Director of Admissions and Marketing. Karen was instrumental in creating the Whole School yearbook and 
termly magazines and her ideas and creativity will carry on. She will be missed, but has already invited a 
number of us to Abu Dhabi for a nice holiday.
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Welcome
Dr. Lee McCulloch comes to Dwight with a wealth of experience and will be working in both our Science 
and Maths departments. We are excited for Lee to bring his enthusiasm and passion for encouraging deep 
thinking to the classrooms of Dwight.
Luci Willis has worked as an English teacher for many years. Her international career began in 2011 
in Brazil, she has spent the past 6 years at Nagoya International School in Japan. After spending time 
working in leadership, she is very excited to be back in the classroom teaching MYP English Language and 
Literature.
Welcome to Patrick Waddington to the role of Subject Leader for Maths from September 2019. Patrick will 
bring his experience of teaching IB Maths to the Dwight School community. Patrick will be joining the Upper 
School Maths department having worked at various schools across the UK and internationally.
We are really excited that Vicky Castle will be joining us in the Science department next year. In addition to 
her teaching duties in the department, MYP Science and DP Chemistry, she will also be taking on the role 
of CAS Coordinator. With over 20 years experience in both the UK and a variety of international settings; 
Egypt, Thailand, Brazil, Italy and Tanzania we are sure she will fit into our school beautifully.
Peter Goulding will be joining the Upper School from Heartlands High School in London where he was 
Head of Physics. He has successfully taught all three sciences in the middle years and Physics and Biology 
at Advanced Level. Peter is enthusiastic to start teaching IB MYP and DP programmes at Dwight London. 
Finja Kruse is joining Dwight in the next academic year to support Art, PE and Year 3. In the past few years, 
she has lived, studied and worked in a lot of different places and currently in the final phase of completing 
her Master’s degree in Bath. She obtained her teaching qualification in Denmark and spent some time in 
the Netherlands, Norway, Scotland, Thailand, and Russia along the way.
Stephen Spoore is from Toronto, Canada, and is joining Year 6. He has lived and taught in South Korea, 
China and Russia and has an Honours Bachelor from the University of Guelph and a Bachelor of Education 
degree from the University of Ottawa. He is looking forward to joining the Dwight community.
Sarah Leyshon will be joining our Individuals and Societies department to teach Psychology and Theory of 
Knowledge. Sarah will be bringing with her 10 years of experience in the IB Diploma in Switzerland and we 
look forward to benefiting from her expertise in both teaching and pastoral care. 
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DPA Summer Fair
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Summer Fair Dog Show
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Working for a Better World, by Yael, D1
In my Jewish religion, we are told, It is not your 
responsibility to finish the work of perfecting 
the world, but you are not free to desist from 
it either. 
My interest in social action directs me to be part 
of the chain of people who dream and work 
for a better world and carry on this enduring 
mission. I have always applied these values 
and prioritised social action, whether at school 
or in my community, seeking to act as an 
advocate. I have a keen interest in international 
development and Africa, in particular, which 
has developed from studying the IB here at 
Dwight. We are taught to be global citizens, 
to build a better world through intercultural 
understanding and respect, be active in our communities and take our learning beyond academic 
study and develop ourselves by learning through experience.
I chose my MYP Personal Project, encouraged by Ms. Veschi, around social action with my 
subject being, Music as a platform to raise awareness of African refugees. Writing the song took 
me on a journey that made me look closely at social issues affecting African refugees who live in 
poverty. I then did a summer internship at Tzedek where I learnt at first-hand how international 
development organisations operate. I also volunteer every month at an Asylum Seekers Drop-In 
Centre where many Africans come for assistance. Here I meet people who have suffered from 
terrible discrimination, torture and abuse. I am also fortunate to be going to Rwanda in August to 
volunteer at the Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village which was set up after the Rwandan genocide 
with the mission through healing, education, and love, to empower orphaned and vulnerable 
Rwandan youths to build lives of dignity and contribute to a better world.
I am also involved in helping vulnerable members of our society here in the UK. I volunteer 
weekly at Fernbank Nursing Home for Alzheimer sufferers organised by Mr. Sanchez, with other 
people from the school. It is so nice as a group to do activities and to also just have lovely 
conversations where we can learn a lot. I  volunteer at my Synagogue’s sabbath luncheon club 
for less privileged members of the community. I am also in the 3rd year of a 4 year Sports 
Leadership programme with Maccabi Streetwise where I volunteer in different environments 
such as with disabled youth, elderly and young children running sports programmes. My Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh programme has also involved me in social action activities where I have learnt 
to work in unfamiliar environments and to be flexible and open-minded
At school, I helped with the Butterfly Project to help lower school students transition to upper 
school and I recently went with Mr. Dickenson and several other students to the Global Issues 
Network in Luxembourg which was a conference on poverty and social action. Here we met 
some amazing people dedicated to making the world a better place.
In the UK, we are very fortunate to live in the first world, with modern schools, hospitals, transport 
systems, technology and digital infrastructure, running water and sanitation and plenty of food. 
We need to understand the world (through our studies here at Dwight) to know that not everyone 
is as fortunate. If we can learn about the challenges others face, we can raise awareness, support 
ongoing development and economic growth, and be a part of the community of leaders making 
a positive difference. 

Creativity, Action and Service
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Macmillan Isolation Box
Finn and her team implemented the Isolation Box 
over this term, which was inspired by the works of 
the Macmillan Cancer charity. This box was placed in 
Dwight campus for a week which was a powerful tool to 
allow both students and staff to understand the plight of 
cancer sufferers.

Group Action Stopping Pollution
Bring a Plant to School Day was a huge success and 
our Upper School Campus has been brought alive 
with the sight of greenery! We owe a huge thanks to 
the student who spearheaded this initiative, Herbie, 
M2 (Year 8), and look forward to him continuing his 
passion and commitment to the environment in future 
years at Dwight. Herbie received 33 plant donations 
and helped to raise £147 in cash donations. Showing 
his dedication, at 5am on a Saturday he went to a plant 
wholesalers to raise the total of plants to 72 new plants 
in the Spahn campus!

Barnet Refugee Services Collaboration
D1 (Year 12) Student leaders, Coco and Tarkan 
along with MYP students, Jan, Neha, Haya, Ariana, 
Dayna, Clara, and Yasmina took part in a project 
with Barnet Refugees Service (BRS). Over three 
days, Afghanistan Refugees worked collaboratively 
with Dwight students in creating vegetable patches 
in their allotment space. Furthermore, artist Amrit 
Kaur, inspired both groups of volunteers in creating 
mosaics using rice and lentils. It was wonderful to 
see everyone collaborate on this project.
From London to Nepal
Claire, D1 (Year 12), has been working with Amita 
Sen on the Dwight Nepal Project. Having visited 
schools in Nepal last July, Claire is working with 
students in Nepal to raise awareness on Period 
Poverty. Claire and the Nepal project team from 
Dwight will be going back to Nepal in January 2020 
to help with the reforestation project!

From Nepal to London
This term, we welcomed five students from different 
schools across Nepal as part of our Dwight Schools’ 
Global Project. The students in collaboration with 
a number of our Dwight students created an eco-
garden to leave their mark in our Spahn Campus. 
This garden will thrive by itself, using its own 
watering system. 
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Third Culture Thoughts on Whistleblowing, 
by Aqmar, D1
In a world of many atrocities the story that witnessed most 
insufferable of human persecution in recent times is that of the 
Rohingya Muslim minorities in a Buddhist Burma. Between August 
and December 2017, the world saw the largest exodus of people in 
fear of life since the Rwanda genocide. Nearly 750,000 Rohingyas 
most of them women and children, fled atrocities in Burma’s Rakhine 
State for safer havens in neighboring Bangladesh, a country that 
is already challenged with overpopulation and poverty. As the 
Rohingya crisis hit its peak in 2019 demanding global intervention 
and 1.1 million Rohingyas find the taste of safety in temporary camps in Bangladesh, a vast 
majority of women and children face a bigger question. How long will this newfound safety last 
and how safe are they?  
My friend Anika and I are two international school students from India and Bangladesh, and often 
peck our brains on ‘teenager mid-life crisis’ and sorts. Anika was lucky to have been stationary in 
Thailand with her parents and yet suffer from ‘third-culture syndrome’. As for me, I have tagged 
along with my mom from New York, to London, to Bangladesh, to Bangkok and finally back to 
being London-based again. Third-culture kids such as us struggle to find an identity. We learn to 
just roll along and accept everything as it comes as we grow up, tending not to get attached too 
easily. Lately, us two can’t really call any one place home, and in a strange way find it similar to 
some extent, to what Rohingya teenagers must feel in camps in Burma or Bangladesh- a floating 
sense of rootlessness.  
Of course, there are differences too. While these teenagers have witnessed at such young 
ages vile atrocities of Himalayan proportions including their sisters, mothers or themselves being 
raped or gang-raped, death of baby siblings or one or both parents by inhumane torture, we 
cringed at our cat being bullied, unwarranted pimples, bad-hair days and other third-culture 
first-world problems. Little do we know of the day-to-day struggle of over 1.1 million displaced 
people or nearly 200,000 teenagers in Rohingya camps in Bangladesh. Statistics of UNHCR 
suggests there are nearly 40,000 rape-pregnant women - many teenagers; 60,0000 rape babies 
and 40,000 orphan children in Bangladesh camps. The alarming congestion levels in the camps 
make it difficult to learn what is happening to all refugees at all times. In order to get rations, 
widowed and single mothers leave babies, young and teenaged girls in overcrowded camps at 
high-risk of sexual abuse and rapes by fellow campers. 
Anika and I glimpsed through teenager sexual abuse cases of Karen refugee camps in Thailand, 
or records on those in Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Yugoslavia, DRC. They all have a common pattern - 
teenage women quietly violated in camps by fellow campers or protectors. 
Feeling the urge to do something from Bangkok and London, Anika and I came up with the idea 
of a ‘whistle-blowing’ tactic to prevent sexual violence in camps, that teenagers can take the 
lead on. We earlier took our idea to UNHCR and IOM in Bangkok of distributing special kind of 
florescent night vision ‘whistles’ to volunteering teenagers or potential victims to secretly carry 
around their necks at all time to alert scouts or community leaders to prevent and report on 
incidents of sexual abuse in camps. They loved the idea. 
With the help of UNHCR and Bangladesh government, we will be allowed to spend our 2019 
summer holidays visiting Rohingya camps in Bangladesh to hand out 3000 rape-alert whistles 
to volunteer teenagers and young women. Anika and I chose this for our IB CAS project. We 
will also use Snapchat/Instagram every day to bring these untold stories to other teenagers as I 
notice profound lack of interest in global media to do so. We remain determined to make some 
difference in the lives of Rohingya women with our little whistles, even if with our third-culture 
shenanigans.

Creativity, Action and Service
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Fun Run and 
International Breakfast
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Creativity, Action and Service
Action Assemblies
A huge thank you to Tess, D1 (Year 12) and her team in 
creating insightful diversity assemblies this year. We know 
many hours were spent in creating inspirational material to 
enthuse all. 
Topics were covered such as gender equality, diversity, 
anti-semitism and respecting differences. Both students 
and staff walked away inspired, empowered and ready to 
take action.

Taking Action in the Lower School
Action assemblies have continued to be run by Lower School students this term on a Friday 
morning. This is an opportunity for students to share what they feel passionately about, something 
they have learned that has changed how they think or a call for action from the rest of the school. 
In Year 5, Yoni and Gali were inspired by their Unit of Inquiry about water. The Central Idea being; 
The use and distribution of water has global consequences. This explored the water cycle, how 
water is used and distributed across the world. They welcomed two organisations to ensure all 
have access to clean drinking water; Wateraid and Affinity Water. Yoni and Gali were inspired 
to support these inspirational charities and wanted to help further. They led an assembly telling 
all of the Lower School students about what the charities do and why they are so important. 

They then decided that they would like to raise 
money to give to these charities by organising 
a Cake Sale!
Two children from the same family wanted to run 
an assembly to discuss something that is very 
important and personal to them. Their topics 
were helping each other and anxiety. Ava (Year 
6) and Farah (Year 2) led an action assembly 
all about anxiety and what this might look like 
in our school and then Farah spoke about how 
we can help each other, with ideas such being 
kind, friendly and listening to each other, and 

my favourite one which was be happy! Ava spoke so confidently about how anxiety can feel and 
what to do to help others with their anxiety. She finished 
the assembly by using her beautiful voice to sing Silent 
Scream by Anna Blue. 
We ended the year in Lower School with some action by 
Thea in Year 4. She explained how she had found more 
out about a charity that is very close to our school. We 
have supported The North London Hospice for many 
years. Thea ran an assembly where she told us all about 
what they do there and why it is such an important place 
and how amazing the people who work there are. She then 
decided to run an ice-lolly sale on the last day of term, 
which was a perfect idea in the sunny weather!
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Thank you from CAS Coordinator- 
Tejinder Rajput
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Upper 
School students, Upper School and Lower School staff and 
parents (especially the DPA) who have been monumental 
in making the CAS programme this year at Dwight a 
success. I know all students will continue to be beacons of 
light for communities locally, nationally and globally. Keep 
doing what you do! 
Many thanks for all the warmth and love everyone in the 
Dwight community has shown this year. This I will truly 
cherish and remember. I would like to extend my epic best 
wishes to all in their future endeavours.

Taking Action
Ellis (Year 5) updated us on her action which she 
started last year! Ellis told us all about a charity that her 
grandparents are involved in the Netherlands where they 
live. They help to train guide dogs for the blind! She told 
us all about a puppy called Hebas that they were training. 
She set up an area under the Action Board where she 
collects plastic bottle tops which she then sends to her 
grandparents who send to the charity which raises money 
for them. This has been filled up time and time again and 
sent to The Netherlands. 
Ellis went on to tell us that Hebas is now working as 
a guide dog with a young man who is blind and this 
additional support has meant that he now has the 
freedom to live his life independently. She also told us 
that her grandparents now have a new puppy that they 
are training, this is a great example of how something 
that seems a small action can have a big impact! Well 
done Ellis and her wonderful grandparents!

Action Assemblies
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Beyond the Classroom
Learning in London
In May, Year 1 and 3 visited Kew Gardens to support their 
learning about living things. For Year 1 this linked into the 
Central Idea, Living things have certain requirements in 
order to grow and stay healthy. They looked at different 
types of plants and flowers under a microscope and the 
importance of leaving plants in their natural habitats to 
ensure that they live and thrive.
Year 3 explored their central idea, The balance of living 
things in an ecosystem can be affected by many factors. 
During their session, they explored a tropical rainforest 
and how it could be used for water, food and shelter, whilst 
also going on a treetop walk to look at the tree canopy!

Facebook Visit for Year 5
Year 5 visited the offices of Facebook in May to 
support their Unit of Inquiry this term which has the 
Central Idea, the supply and demand of goods and 
services has an impact upon economic activity. 
The children were able to explore the offices 
and look at how a highly successful organisation 
works. They focussed on how important it was to 
ensures employees were happy! This goes as far 
as a sweet shop within the building!
The children then had a workshop with Facebook 
employees and learned all about Facebook IQ. 
They found out that this technology completes 
all the market research that Facebook needs to 
target their uses with the appropriate adverts. 
This learning was invaluable for the children when 
setting up and running their own businesses.

Migration Museum Trip for M1
In June, our M1 (Year 7) Spanish students went on a department 
field trip to the Migration Museum to visit the exhibition called 
Room to Breathe. This helped them explore their learning 
further through analysing documents in Spanish.
This was an immersive exhibition which showed stories from 
generations of new arrivals to Britain. The students journeyed 
through a series of rooms in which the personal struggles, 
joys, disappointments and achievements of creating a home, 
finding work, navigating hardships, making friends and 
forming communities are brought to life through audio, films, 
photographs and personal objects.  
M1 also contributed to the exhibition’s Colours of Kindness installation, which celebrates acts of 
kindness by family, friends and strangers. 
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River Thames Exploring
Year 6 visited the banks of the Thames for a workshop 
and an archaeological dig! This helped the students 
with their learning around the Central Idea Evidence of 
past civilizations can be used to make connections to 
present-day societies. During the dig, they found some 
Victorian, Medieval and Roman artefacts! They were 
very interested in understanding the history of the 
artefacts and the development of technology across 
different periods of time.

Thrills at Thorpe Park
The M2 (Year 8) Design students visited Thorpe Park 
resort in April, in line with the current project, Structures 
and Forces. During the day, the students attended a 
Thrills Workshop, run by the Thorpe Park educational 
team. Here the students learnt more about the different 
types of rollercoasters where they discussed function, 
collaboration, resilience and creative thinking towards 
different designs and structures. 
They had an amazing fun-filled day and this included 
most of the students and staff challenging themselves 
to ride on STEALTH; Riders reach a maximum height of 
62.5 metres (205 ft) and accelerate from 0 to 80 mph (130 
km/h) in 1.9 seconds. Quite an experience!

Beyond the Classroom

Sustainability for Year 4
Year 4 visited The Crystal in The Royal Victoria 
dock in May and the children learned all about 
sustainability. This links in with this terms Unit of 
Inquiry which has the Central Idea, the use of finite 
resources can have implications for the future. 
Here the children had to design a sustainable, 
future proof building! They came back with some 
wonderful ideas about how the world can adjust 
and be more sustainable.

Mandarin Cooking Workshop
Our IBMYP Mandarin students attended Ming-Ai London 
Institute to learn about Chinese Cooking in June! They 
were grilled on both their Mandarin and stir-fry skills and 
they performed outstandingly on both counts! We hope 
the vocabulary for the ingredients will stick with them for 
a long time to come and they will continue creating some 
yummy dishes.
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M3 Community Project
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Artificial Intelligence for M2
M2 (Year 8) had a drama trip to the Barbican’s Artifical 
Intelligence (AI): More Than Human exhibition last 
month. This trip was part of their inquiry into immersive 
theatre and the relationship between AI and humans. 
Some highlights included a robotic puppy that 
responded to movement and voice, AI that recognised 
facial expressions during a racing video game and 
an AI-developed fragrance of an extinct flower, 
constructed from the flower’s DNA. 

Our very own Gardeners!
In The Lodge, the children visited Finchley Nurseries 
to buy some plants for our vegetable patch and the 
garden. They are learning about water through the 
Central Idea; water is a natural resource that is essential 
for life on this planet. When the children returned to 
school, they got busy planting. They are now going 
to make sure that they water the plants regularly to 
ensure that they grow well. 

Allotment Visit for Year 3
Year 3 visited the local allotments last month with 
Miss Dattani and Mr. Miles. They went to the allotment 
to collect some leaves as part of their observational 
study on leaves as producers. The students learnt that 
plants are called producers because they get their 
energy from the sun and make their own food! The 
students found different types of leaves such as alder, 
fern, oak and sycamore! 

Impressionist Art
M3 (Year 9) students studying French went on a 
trip to the National Gallery to look at Impressionist 
paintings. Throughout this term, they studied various 
impressionist artists and their art and it was very 
interesting for them to look at paintings they had 
already analysed and allowing them to discover more! 
They worked in groups to answer a quiz about the 
paintings. They then went to St James’s Park for a 
treasure quest and students also took pictures of what 
they thought would have been good subject matter for 
impressionist artists. 
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Lower School Sports Day
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Upper School Sports Day



28

Meet Stefania Sidoli
Which campus do you work at? Upper School Campus
What subjects do you teach and to what year? Physical Health and 
Education to MYP
How many years have you worked at Dwight School London? I have 
worked at Dwight for 4 Months! Not yet a year!
What is your favourite thing about working at Dwight?
My favourite thing about working at Dwight is seeing every student mold 
with the different experiences and activities provided across the board.
What is the best thing about living in London? I have lived in London all my life, my favourite 
thing about living in London is being able to have the opportunity to watch some of the best 
sport in the world. We are so lucky to have hosted the Olympics and watch have the opportunity 
to watch live international sport at Wimbledon, Lords and Wembley. 
If you were not a teacher, what would your dream job be? My dream job would be working 
for a youth charity and sharing my enjoyment of coaching and teaching sport to students across 
the world.
Do you have any hobbies? My current hobbies are playing racket sports, I particularly enjoy 
playing Tennis. Outside of sport, I love to experience the incredible restaurants and cafes London 
has to offer!

Teacher in Focus

Meet Srinanda Gupta
Which campus do you work at? I work at Dwight Lower School at the 
Woodside Avenue campus. 
What subjects do you teach and to what year? I teach inquiry in the 
PYP setting in Year 5. I try to help out within the early years, whenever I 
can - accompanying them for field trips, going to Forest School and with 
the after school KRASH club.
How many years have you worked at Dwight School London? This is 
my first year and I am loving it!
What is your favourite thing about working at Dwight? The community 
is warm, welcoming and helpful. Our Year 5 class is a bunch of kind, curious and lovable children 
and it is a pleasure to teach them.
What is the best thing about living in London? London provides a platform to engage in 
multicultural activities and that helps me to make new friends, learn new things and become 
more international-minded as a person. I learn each day, every moment.
If you were not a teacher, what would your dream job be? From the age of seven I have 
wanted to be a teacher, and I can’t think of being anything but a teacher!
Do you have any hobbies? Loads! Reading, walking, charity work, travelling and I also enjoy 
the routine of meditation.
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Meet Karine Villatte
Which campus do you work at? I work at the Upper School Campus.
What subjects do you teach and to what year? I currently teach 
French from MYP2 all the way to DP2. I also am a CAS teacher to DP1 
students and I am the Personal Project coordinator. 
How many years have you worked at Dwight School London? I have 
been working at Dwight for 3 years.
What is your favourite thing about working at Dwight? I like the 

students who are a pleasure to teach and the fact that you really get to know them thanks 
to us being a small school and having classes with small numbers. Colleagues are always 
available to help and the atmosphere in the staff-room is very friendly. As both students and 
staff are international you get to learn a lot about other countries and cultures which I find 
very enriching. I also value the work life balance we get here, having worked in state schools 
previously.
What is the best thing about living in London? Being able to do what you want whenever 
you want to thanks to the amazing choice the city offers. I also like the fact that it is so 
international and open-minded. And the parks are amazing - especially the roses in Regent’s 
Park’s Inner circle in summer!
If you were not a teacher, what would your dream job be? I would love to be part of David 
Attenborough’s documentary team. Travelling and filming animals and nature. What a life! Or 
be a chef and have a tv programme about food in the likes of Rick Steins, again travelling 
around the world and tasting all the food specialities of the best local and fancy restaurants.
Do you have any hobbies? I have many hobbies. I enjoy competing against my friends in 
a game of bowling or Topgolf or Escape rooms. I quite like going on walks and visiting new 
places in England, especially on the coast. I also enjoy cooking and trying out new recipes.

Teacher in Focus

Meet Juliana Lopez
Which campus do you work at? I work at Lower School.
What subjects do you teach and to what year? I work in the Early 
Years department.
How many years have you worked at Dwight School London? I have 
been working at Dwight since January!
What is your favourite thing about working at Dwight? I love how 
welcoming and supportive everyone is here!
What is the best thing about living in London? I love how diverse 
London is and all the cultural activities London has to offer.
If you were not a teacher, what would your dream job be? I love being a teacher, but I have 
always wanted to be a painter.
Do you have any hobbies? Yes, I love going to museums and art galleries!
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Visit from Nepal
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An interview with Inigo Herrera
Class of 2012
What did you do right after you graduated?
I went on to study a BA (Hons) degree in International 
Relations, Arabic and French at the University of Exeter, 
followed by an MSc in International Public Policy in UCL. 
After graduating from my Master’s degree in 2016 I went 
on to work in Financial consulting, and from September 
onwards I will be a Public Sector consultant in Madrid with a 
view to entering Spanish politics.

Which university and degree did you choose, and 
why?
I chose International Relations because it is one of the few degrees that mixes many disciplines 
(Economics, History, Law, Politics) and it means that you need to have an all-around awareness 
of these subjects, coupled with an ability to convince with prose and spoken word - politics is 
not an exact science!

How did the IB help your experience at university?
By teaching me early on that students need to take charge of their own learning - which is not 
something that many people get to experience. The fact that we have to write a 4,000-word 
essay in the IB is also helpful, since studying for a humanities degree in university entails a lot of 
essay work, often in the region of 3,000-5,000 words. To someone coming from an educational 
system without as much rigour, the transition to university work is often more difficult.

If you are currently working, what does your job entail?
I am working as a consultant in the financial sector and transferring to public sector consultancy. 
Both involve problem-solving, strategic thinking, great communication skills and a great 
emphasis on teamwork, all of the skills that the IB equips its students with.

Which unique interests do you enjoy in your spare time?

Tennis, reading, and watching movies - we have a collection of over 200 movies at home.

How do you hope your classmates remember you?
As a quiet, albeit approachable and friendly student.

Life after Dwight
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